
Ta l k i n g  Po i n t sTa l k i n g  Po i n t s Ta l k i n g  Po i n t s

Page 19
Daily Court Review

Wednesday, March 8, 2023Page 2
Daily Court Review

Wednesday, March 8, 2023

 Ta l k i n g  Po i n t s continued on next to last page 

DAILY COURT REVIEW   
Talking Points available at:

Rice University
6100 Main Street
Houston, Texas 77005
713-348-0000

South Texas College of Law
1303 San Jacinto Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-659-8040

Texas Southern Universtiy
3100 Cleburne Street  
Houston, Texas 77004
713-313-7011

University of Houston
4800 Calhoun Road
Houston, Texas 77004
832-531-6300

University of Houston - Downtown
One Main Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-221-8000

University of Houston Law Center
100 Law Center 
Houston, Texas 77204
713-743-2100

University of St. Thomas
3800 Montrose Boulevard  
Houston, TX 77006
713-522-7911

Talking Points
Art Director: Zack Zwicky

Submit original articles, images, and 
commentary for publication to: 
talkingpoints@dailycourtreview.com

THE WAY WE EAT COULD
   ADD NEARLY 1 DEGREE
         OF WARMING BY 2100
  By Drew Costley  |  The Associated Press    

Greenhouse gas emissions from the way humans produce and 
consume food could add nearly 1 degree of warming to the 
Earth's climate by 2100, according to a new study.

Continuing the dietary patterns of today will push the 
planet past the 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) 
limit of warming sought under the Paris climate agreement 
to avoid the worst effects of climate change, according to the 
study published Monday in Nature Climate Change, and will 
approach the agreement's limit of 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit).

The modeling study found that the majority of greenhouse 
gas emissions come from three major sources: meat from ani-
mals like cows, sheep and goats; dairy; and rice. Those three 
sources account for at least 19% each of food's contribution to 
a warming planet, according to the study, with meat contribut-
ing the most, at 33%.

All emit large amounts of methane, a potent greenhouse gas 
with more than 80 times the warming power of carbon dioxide, 
in the way they are currently farmed. The researchers calculated 
that methane will account for 75% of food's share of warming 
by 2030, with carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide accounting for 
most of the rest.

"I think the biggest takeaway that I would want (policymakers) 
to have is the fact that methane emissions are really dominating 

the future warming associated with the food sector," said Cath-
erine C. Ivanovich, a climate scientist at Columbia University 
and the study's lead author.

Ivanovich and colleagues from the University of Florida and 
Environmental Defense Fund calculated the three major gases 
produced by each type of food over its lifetime based on current 
consumption patterns. Then they scaled the annual emissions 
over time by gas based on five different population projections.

And then they used a climate model frequently used by the 
United Nations' panel on climate change to model the effects 
of those emissions on surface air temperature change.

Stanford University climate scientist Chris Field, who wasn't 
involved in the study, said it used well-established methods and 
datasets "to produce a novel, sobering conclusion."

"The study highlights that food is absolutely critical to hitting 
our Paris Agreement climate targets — failure to consider food 
is failure to meet our climate targets globally," said Meredith 
Niles, a food systems scientist at the University of Vermont who 
was not involved in the study.

The study offered some ways to change global food produc-
tion and consumption that could limit warming.

Many of these changes are already being called for or adopt-
ed. U.S. President Joe Biden touted the climate benefits of 
planting cover crops that can draw down 

carbon from the atmosphere in an April 2021 address to Con-
gress. Multiple recent studies and reports have recommended 
eating less meat in order to reduce greenhouse gas creation 
by animals raised for consumption. And California started a 
mandatory food waste recycling program in 2021 to reduce the 
emissions created by decaying food.

But reducing methane may be the most important goal of 
all. Although methane is far more potent than carbon, it also is 
much shorter-lived — meaning cuts in methane emissions can 
have a quick benefit, Ivanovich siad.

"So that's going to help us stay under the dangerous warm-
ing target," she said, "as well as give us some time to build up 
resilience and adaptation to climate change in the meantime."

A major question that remains is whether food producers 
and consumers can change their behavior in order to achieve 
the reductions in greenhouse gases laid out in the study. 
There's a roadmap, but will it be followed?

"Changing behavior, especially when we are bombarded with 
constant media extolling the benefits of everything from Coke 
to french fries, from pizza to burgers, is pretty damned difficult," 
Columbia University plant physiologist Lew Ziska in an email 
to the AP. "So, overall, while we need to change, whether we 
can change is .... problematic."

3 GOP STATES PULL OUT OF EFFORT TO THWART VOTER FRAUD
  By Christina A. Cassidy And Jim Salter  |  The Associated Press    

Three Republican-led states on Monday 
pulled out of a bipartisan effort among states 
to ensure accurate voter lists, undermining a 
system with a demonstrated record of combat-
ing voter fraud.

The moves, encouraged by former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, are the latest indication 
of how conspiracy theories related to the 
2020 presidential outcome continue to ripple 
throughout the Republican Party and upend 
long-established traditions in how the country 
administers elections.

Chief election officials in Florida, Missouri 
and West Virginia notified the Electronic 
Registration Information Center, more com-
monly known as ERIC, that they would depart 
the voluntary program, which has long been 
comprised of both Republican-led and Dem-
ocratic-led states. They join Louisiana, which 
left last year, and Alabama, which previously 
announced plans to withdraw this year.

Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose, in a 
letter to member states Monday, also threat-
ened to withdraw. That came just weeks after 
the Republican defended the system, telling 
reporters it was "one of the best fraud-fighting 
tools that we have."

Florida and its 14.4 million registered vot-
ers pose a considerable loss for the data-sharing 
group, which relies heavily on member states 
to produce reports on voters who may have 
died or those who have moved to another 
state. Its reports also help states identify and 
ultimately prosecute people who vote in mul-
tiple states.

The system has been credited in Mary-
land with identifying some 66,000 potentially 
deceased voters and 778,000 people who 
may have moved out of state since 2013. In 
Georgia, officials said nearly 100,000 voters 
no longer eligible to vote in the state had been 
removed based on data provided by ERIC.

Yet the effort to improve election integrity 
and thwart voter fraud — which Republican 
lawmakers and local officials commonly cite 
as priorities — has become a target of suspicion 
after a series of online posts early last year 
questioning its funding and purpose. One 
conspiracy involves billionaire philanthropist 
George Soros, who has long been a target of 
conspiracy theories, and claims that he funded 

the voter data-sharing system.
While the system received initial funding 

from the nonpartisan Pew Charitable Trusts, 
that money was separate from funding pro-
vided to Pew by a Soros-affiliated organization 
that went to an unrelated effort, said ERIC's 
executive director, Shane Hamlin. The effort 
has since been funded through annual dues 
by member states.

On Monday, Hamlin said in a statement 
that ERIC will "continue our work on behalf 
of our remaining member states in improv-
ing the accuracy of America's voter rolls and 
increasing access to voter registration for all 
eligible citizens."

Missouri Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft said 
in an interview that he decided to leave after 
concluding that changes he had been advocat-
ing for would not be made and that it was 
unlikely more states surrounding his would 
join the effort. Among the changes he sought 
was dropping a requirement for member states 
to send mailings to eligible but unregistered 
voters and removing what he described as 
partisan influences from the program.

"I'm not against working with other states, 
but it has to be done in a way that is well 
done and that the people in the state can trust 
in it," Ashcroft said in an interview with The 
Associated Press. "I can't imagine ERIC will 
get to that point."

Florida Secretary of State Cord Byrd, who 
was appointed by Republican Gov. Ron 
DeSantis, said state officials had "lost confi-
dence in ERIC." West Virginia Secretary of 
State Mac Warner expressed similar frustra-
tions, adding he did not expect the departure 
from the program to affect his state's ability to 
maintain accurate voter rolls.

Trump also weighed in Monday on his 
social media platform, calling on all Repub-
lican-led states to "immediately pull out of 
ERIC, the terrible Voter Registration System 
that 'pumps the rolls' for Democrats and does 
nothing to clean them up."

With no national voter registration clearing-
house, ERIC is the only data-sharing program 
among states. It was started in 2012 by seven 
states and was bipartisan from the begin-
ning, with four of the founding states led by 
Republicans. After the states officially depart, 

participation will drop to 28 states and the 
District of Columbia.

The departures have frustrated state elec-
tion officials involved in the effort and have 
demonstrated how deeply election conspira-
cies have spread throughout the Republican 
Party.

"Election officials who pull out of ERIC are 
primarily harming their own state's ability to 
keep their voter list accurate," Michigan Secre-
tary of State Jocelyn Benson said in a statement 
Monday to the AP. "It's odd and disturbing to 
me that any official would choose validating 
misinformation over being part of a collab-
orative that has the sole and well-established 
purpose of improving the integrity of our 
elections."

Brad Ashwell, Florida director of the advo-
cacy group All Voting is Local, said the gover-
nor was "caving to the interests of conspiracy 
theorists" with the decision to leave ERIC.

"This is supposed to be the party of election 
integrity, and this is the best tool that they 
have to do that," Ashwell said.

Not all Republican-led states had been 
reevaluating their participation in the pro-
gram. In a recent survey by the AP, election 
offices in 23 states and the District of Colum-
bia said they had no intention of leaving, 
including eight led or controlled by Republi-
cans. At the time, that included Ohio.

In response to the survey, Iowa Secretary 
of State Paul Pate, a Republican, called ERIC 
an "effective tool for ensuring the integrity" 
of his state's voter rolls. Gabriel Sterling, a 
top official in the Georgia secretary of state's 
office, said he recently appealed to representa-
tives from three other Republican-led states to 
join the system.

Meanwhile, lawmakers in Texas have intro-
duced legislation that, if passed and signed 
into law, would require the state to leave the 
system. In Oklahoma, proposed legislation 
would prohibit the state from joining.

In California, Kansas and New Hampshire, 
lawmakers have introduced bills that would 
enable their states to join it, according to 
the Voting Rights Lab, which tracks voting 
legislation in the states. New York is another 
high-population state that is not currently a 
member.
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