
HOW A PARTY OF NEO-FASCIST ROOTS WON BIG IN ITALY
  By Nicole Winfi eld  |  The Associated Press  

The Brothers of Italy party, which won the 
most votes in Italy's national election, has its 
roots in the post-World War II neo-fascist Ital-
ian Social Movement.

Keeping the movement's most potent sym-
bol, the tricolor flame, Giorgia Meloni has 
taken Brothers of Italy from a fringe far-right 
group to Italy's biggest party.

A century after Benito Mussolini's 1922 
March on Rome, which brought the fascist dic-
tator to power, Meloni is poised to lead Italy's 
first far-right-led government since World War 
II and Italy's first woman premier.

HOW DID POST-FASCISM BEGIN IN 
ITALY?

The Italian Social Movement, or MSI, was 
founded in 1946 by Giorgio Almirante, a chief 
of staff in Mussolini's last government. It drew 
fascist sympathizers and officials into its ranks 
following Italy's role in the war, when it was 
allied with the Nazis and then liberated by the 
Allies.

Throughout the 1950-1980s, the MSI 
remained a small right-wing party, polling in 
the single digits. But historian Paul Ginsborg 
has noted that its mere survival in the decades 
after the war "served as a constant reminder 
of the potent appeal that authoritarianism 
and nationalism could still exercise among 
the southern students, urban poor and lower 
middle classes."

The 1990s brought about a change under 
Gianfranco Fini, Almirante's protege who nev-
ertheless projected a new moderate face of the 
Italian right. When Fini ran for Rome mayor in 
1993, he won a surprising 46.9% of the vote — 
not enough to win but enough to establish him 
as a player. Within a year, Fini had renamed 
the MSI the National Alliance.

It was in those years that a young Meloni, 
who was raised by a single mother in a Rome 
working-class neighborhood, first joined the 
MSI's youth branch and then went onto lead 
the youth branch of Fini's National Alliance.

DOES THAT MEAN MELONI IS NEO-
FASCIST?

Fini was dogged by the movement's neo-
fascist roots and his own assessment that 
Mussolini was the 20th century's "greatest 

statesman." He disavowed that statement, and 
in 2003 visited the Yad Vashem Holocaust 
memorial in Israel. There, he described Italy's 
racial laws, which restricted Jews' rights, as part 
of the "absolute evil" of the war.

Meloni, too, had praised Mussolini in her 
youth but visited Yad Vashem in 2009 when 
she was a minister in Silvio Berlusconi's last 
government. Writing in her 2021 memoir "I 
Am Giorgia," she described the experience as 
evidence of how "a genocide happens step by 
step, a little at a time."

During the campaign, Meloni was forced to 
confront the issue head-on, after the Demo-
crats warned that she represented a danger to 
democracy.

"The Italian right has handed fascism over 
to history for decades now, unambiguously 
condemning the suppression of democracy and 
the ignominious anti-Jewish laws," she said in a 
campaign video.

HOW DID BROTHERS OF ITALY 
EMERGE?

Meloni, who proudly touts her roots as an 
MSI militant, has said the first spark of creating 
Brothers of Italy came after Berlusconi resigned 
as premier in 2011, forced out by a financial 
crisis over Italy's soaring debt and his own legal 
problems.

Meloni refused to support Mario Monti, 
who was tapped by Italy's president to try 
to form a technocratic government to reas-
sure international financial markets. Meloni 
couldn't stand what she believed was external 
pressure from European capitals to dictate 
internal Italian politics.

Meloni co-founded the party in 2012, nam-
ing it after the first words of the Italian nation-
al anthem. "A new party for an old tradition," 
Meloni wrote.

Brothers of Italy would only take in single-
digit results in its first decade. The European 
Parliament election in 2019 brought Broth-
ers of Italy 6.4% — a figure that Meloni says 
"changed everything."

As the leader of the only party in opposition 
during Mario Draghi's 2021-2022 national 
unity government, her popularity soared, with 
Sunday's election netting it 26%.

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE PARTY'S 
LOGO?

The party has at the center of its logo the 
red, white and green flame of the original MSI 
that remained when the movement became the 
National Alliance. While less obvious than the 
bundle of sticks, or fasces, that was the promi-
nent symbol of Mussolini's National Fascist 
Party, the tricolor flame is nevertheless a power-
ful image that ties the current party to its past.

"Political logos are a form of branding, no 
different than those aimed at consumers," said 
Rutgers University professor T. Corey Bren-
nan, who recently wrote "Fasces: A History of 
Rome's Most Dangerous Political Symbol."

He recalled that when Almirante made his 
final MSI campaign pitch to voters in the 1948 
election at Rome's Spanish Steps, he put the 
party's flame symbol on top of the obelisk and 
illuminated it with floodlights.

"You can make whatever you want out of a 
flame, but everybody understood that Almi-
rante was making a deeply emotional appeal to 
keep the spirit of fascism alive," he said.

HOW DO ITALIANS FEEL ABOUT IT?
In general, the party's neo-fascist roots 

appear to be of more concern abroad than at 
home. Some historians explain that by noting 
a certain historical amnesia here and Italians' 
general comfort living with the relics of fascism 
as evidence that Italy never really repudiated 
the Fascist Party and Mussolini in the same 
way Germany repudiated National Socialism 
and Hitler.

While Germany went through a long and 
painful process reckoning with its past, Ital-
ians have in many ways simply turned a willful 
blindness to their own.

Historian David Kertzer of Brown University 
notes that there are 67 institutes for the study 
of the Resistance to Fascism in Italy, and virtu-
ally no center for the study of Italian Fascism.

In addition, Mussolini-era architecture and 
monuments are everywhere: from the EUR 
neighborhood in southern Rome to the Olym-
pic training center on the Tiber River, with its 
obelisk still bearing Mussolini's name.

The Italian Constitution bars the reconstitu-
tion of the Fascist party, but far-right groups 

still display the fascist salute and there contin-
ues to be an acceptance of fascist symbols, said 
Brennan.

"You don't have to look very hard for signs," 
Brennan said in a phone interview. "Fully a 
quarter of all manhole covers in Rome still 
have the fasces on them."

DOES THAT MEAN ITALIANS SUP-
PORT FASCISM?

If history is any guide, one constant in 
recent political elections is that Italians vote for 
change, with a desire for something new seem-
ingly overtaking traditional political ideology 
in big pendulum shifts, said Nathalie Tocci, 
director of the Rome-based Institute of Inter-
national Affairs.

Tocci said the Brothers of Italy's popularity 
in 2022 was evidence of this "violent" swing 
that is more about Italian dissatisfaction than 
any surge in neo-fascist or far-right sentiment.

"I would say the main reason why a big 
chunk of that -- let's say 25-30% -- will vote for 
this party is simply because it's the new kid on 
the block," she said.

Meloni still speaks reverently about the MSI 
and Almirante, even if her rhetoric can change 
to suit her audience.

This summer, speaking in perfect Spanish, 
she thundered at a rally of Spain's hard-right 
Vox party: "Yes to the natural family. No to 
the LGBT lobby. Yes to sexual identity. No to 
gender ideology."

Back home on the campaign trail, she 
projected a much more moderate tone and 
appealed for unity in her victory speech Mon-
day.

"Italy chose us," she said. "We will not betray 
it, as we never have."
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BAM! 
NASA SPACECRAFT CRASHES 
INTO ASTEROID IN DEFENSE TEST
  By Marcia Dunn   |  The Associated Press    

A NASA spacecraft rammed an asteroid at blistering speed Monday in an unprecedented dress rehearsal for the day a killer rock menaces Earth.
The galactic slam occurred at a harmless asteroid 7 million miles (11.3 million kilometers) away, with the spacecraft named Dart plowing into 

the space rock at 14,000 mph (22,500 kph). Scientists expected the impact to carve out a crater, hurl streams of rocks and dirt into space and, most 
importantly, alter the asteroid's orbit.

"We have impact!" Mission Control's Elena Adams announced, jumping up and down and thrusting her arms skyward.
Telescopes around the world and in space aimed at the same point in the sky to capture the spectacle. Though the impact was immediately obvi-

ous — Dart's radio signal abruptly ceased — it will be days or even weeks to determine how much the asteroid's path was changed.
The $325 million mission was the first attempt to shift the position of an asteroid or any other natural object in space.

"We're embarking on a new era of humankind," said NASA's Lori Glaze, planetary science division director.
Earlier in the day, NASA Administrator Bill Nelson reminded people via Twitter that, "No, this is not a movie plot." He added in a prerecorded 

video: "We've all seen it on movies like 'Armageddon,' but the real-life stakes are high."
Monday's target: a 525-foot (160-meter) asteroid named Dimorphos. It's actually a moonlet of Didymos, Greek for twin, a fast-spinning asteroid 

five times bigger that flung off the material that formed the junior partner.
The pair have been orbiting the sun for eons without threatening Earth, making them ideal save-the-world test candidates.
Launched last November, the vending machine-size Dart — short for Double Asteroid Redirection Test — navigated to its target using new technol-

ogy developed by Johns Hopkins University's Applied Physics Laboratory, the spacecraft builder and mission manager.
Dart's on-board camera, a key part of this smart navigation system, caught sight of Dimorphos barely an hour before impact.

"Woo hoo," exclaimed Adams, a mission systems engineer at Johns Hopkins. "We're seeing Dimorphos, so wonderful, wonderful."
With an image beaming back to Earth every second, Adams and other ground controllers in Laurel, Maryland, watched with growing excitement 

as Dimorphos loomed larger and larger in the field of view alongside its bigger companion. Within minutes, Dimorphos was alone in the pictures; 
it looked like a giant gray lemon, but with boulders and rubble on the surface. The last image froze on the screen as the radio transmission ended.

Flight controllers cheered, hugged one another and exchanged high fives.
A mini satellite followed a few minutes behind to take photos of the impact. The Italian Cubesat was released from Dart two weeks ago.
Scientists insisted Dart would not shatter Dimorphos. The spacecraft packed a scant 1,260 pounds (570 kilograms), compared with the asteroid's 

11 billion pounds (5 billion kilograms). But that should be plenty to shrink its 11-hour, 55-minute orbit around Didymos.
The impact should pare 10 minutes off that, but telescopes will need anywhere from a few days to nearly a month to verify the new orbit. The 

anticipated orbital shift of 1% might not sound like much, scientists noted. But they stressed it would amount to a significant change over years.
Planetary defense experts prefer nudging a threatening asteroid or comet out of the way, given enough lead time, rather than blowing it up and 

creating multiple pieces that could rain down on Earth. Multiple impactors might be needed for big space rocks or a combination of impactors and 
so-called gravity tractors, not-yet-invented devices that would use their own gravity to pull an asteroid into a safer orbit.

"The dinosaurs didn't have a space program to help them know what was coming, but we do," NASA's senior climate adviser Katherine Calvin 
said, referring to the mass extinction 66 million years ago believed to have been caused by a major asteroid impact, volcanic eruptions or both.

The non-profit B612 Foundation, dedicated to protecting Earth from asteroid strikes, has been pushing for impact tests like Dart since its found-
ing by astronauts and physicists 20 years ago. Monday's feat aside, the world must do a better job of identifying the countless space rocks lurking out 
there, warned the foundation's executive director, Ed Lu, a former astronaut.

Significantly less than half of the estimated 25,000 near-Earth objects in the deadly 460-foot (140-meter) range have been discovered, according 
to NASA. And fewer than 1% of the millions of smaller asteroids, capable of widespread injuries, are known.

The Vera Rubin Observatory, nearing completion in Chile by the National Science Foundation and U.S. Energy Department, promises to revo-
lutionize the field of asteroid discovery, Lu noted.

Finding and tracking asteroids, "That's still the name of the game here. That's the thing that has to happen in order to protect the Earth," he said.
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