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JUDGE SAYS ALLEGED CLINIC SHOOTER CAN BE FORCIBLY MEDICATED
By Colleen Slevin | The Associated Press

KENTUCKY SCHOOL
SHOOTER IMPRISONED
25 YEARS SEEKS PAROLE

A mentally ill man charged with killing three
people at a Colorado Planned Parenthood
clinic in 2015 because it offered abortion services can be forcibly medicated to try to make
him competent to stand trial, a federal judge
ruled Monday.
The prosecution of Robert Dear, 64, has
stalled because he has been repeatedly found
mentally incompetent since his arrest and he
has refused to take anti-psychotic medication
for delusional disorder.
During a three-day hearing this summer,
prosecutors argued that medication had a
substantial likelihood, based on research and
the experience of government experts, to make
Dear well enough to meet the legal standard for
mental competency — being able to understand
proceedings and assist in his defense.
Dear's lawyers and experts, however, said the
government's plan did not take into account
Dear's age and his health problems, including
untreated high blood pressure and high cholesterol, which could be worsened as a result of
the medication's side effects.
U.S. District Judge Robert Blackburn ruled
that involuntary medication was the only realistic approach with a substantial chance of making Dear competent to stand trial and was also
in the best interest of his overall health, both
mental and physical.
"Under the proposed treatment plan, and
again based on clear and convincing evidence,
involuntary medication of Mr. Dear is not
substantially likely to engender dangerous and
unmanageable side effects," he said.
Dear is represented by federal public defenders who do not comment on cases.
Dear, who has called himself a "warrior for
the babies," intended to wage "war" against the
clinic because it offered abortion services, arming himself with four semi-automatic rifles, five

handguns, two other rifles, a shotgun, propane
tanks and 500 rounds of ammunition, prosecutors have alleged. He began shooting outside
the clinic before getting inside by shooting his
way through a door, according to his federal
indictment.
According to experts who testified and
Dear's lawyers, Dear has persecutory delusions
that cause him to believe that the FBI is following him because he called a radio show in 1993
to criticize the agency over the law enforcement
siege against the Branch Davidian compound
in Waco, Texas. He also believes his lawyers are
working for the FBI and the judge is also in on
the arrangement.
Dear mentioned the radio call in one of
many outbursts during the recent hearing,
where he also claimed the shooting was a "success" and told the judge to go to hell because he
did not get to testify. He largely remained quiet
after Blackburn warned him that he would not
tolerate any more disturbances. The judge said
he concluded the outbursts were not the result
of Dear's mental illness but of "selfish, childish
and disaffected arrogance."
After Dear's prosecution bogged down in
state court over the competency issue, Dear
was charged in federal court in 2019 under the
1994 Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances
Act. Federal prosecutors have said they would
not seek the death penalty against him if he is
convicted, but life in prison instead.
Two of the people killed in the attack were
accompanying friends to the clinic — Ke'Arre
Stewart, 29, an Army veteran who served in
Iraq and was a father of two, and Jennifer
Markovsky, 36, a mother of two who grew up
in Oahu, Hawaii. The third person killed was a
campus police officer at a nearby college, Garrett Swasey, who responded to the clinic after
hearing there was an active shooter.
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By Travis Loller | The Associated Press

A Kentucky man who killed three students and injured five more in a school shooting a quarter
century ago has a chance at parole this week.
Michael Carneal was a 14-year-old freshman in 1997 when he fired a stolen pistol at a beforeschool prayer group in the lobby of Heath High School, near Paducah, Kentucky. He received a
life sentence with the opportunity for parole after 25 years, the maximum allowed at the time
for someone his age.
The hearing that began on Monday is his first opportunity for parole and could also be his last.
The parole board has discretion to release him, to defer the decision, or order him to spend the
rest of his life in prison without further hope of release.
Monday was dedicated to testimony from the injured and the close relatives of those who were
killed in a shooting that still reverberates in this small community, where everyone seems to have
a connection to the tragedy and several of the victims considered Carneal, now 39, a friend.
Gwen Hadley, mother of Nicole Hadley, who was 14 when she was murdered on Dec. 1, 1997,
expressed a sentiment that was often repeated on Monday, referring to Carneal only as "the
shooter."
"We — the families, the survivors, and people that were at the school, and the whole community
— were given a life sentence by the shooter and didn't have the opportunity to get a second chance,
a reduced sentence," she said, her voice cracking with emotion. "The life sentence the shooter has
given us — I have made the choice not to be angry and to find joy in life. But I still really miss my
daughter. And I don't like that I don't get to see her."
Nicole's sister, Christina Hadley Ellegood, just a year older than Nicole, was in school at the
time of the shooting and found her sister in the lobby with a bullet hole in her head. She does
not believe Carneal shot at random that day, she said. Nicole was the first person killed and she
had recently turned Carneal down for a date.
"Michael was not a kid who did not have friends, as he's led people to believe," she said. "Nicole
did not agree with how Michael treated people and the things that he did, but because she was
so kindhearted, she was friends with him."
Although Ellegood acknowledged that a child of 14 years old doesn't have a fully developed
brain and may not fully understand the consequences of his actions, she said, "I believe that
Michael knew what he was doing the day of the shooting. ...He fired eight shots and hit eight
different people, which in my eyes is a very difficult task."
Also killed that day were 17-year-old Jessica James and 15-year-old Kayce Steger.
Hollan Holm, who was wounded that day, recalled lying on the floor of the high school lobby,
bleeding from his head and believing he was going to die. "Almost 25 years later, I still have
trouble being in crowds of people," he said. "I get agitated and scan for sources of danger and exit
routes. I get anxious when I am seated in a restaurant with my back to the door."
But Holm also remembers Carneal as a kid he rode the bus with every day and who he ate
lunch with every day in third grade. Now that he is 40, he realizes just how immature they all
were at 14, Holm said.
"I have to think that after 25 years, he's a different person than he was that day, as we are all
different people today than we were 25 years ago," Holm said, adding that he would support
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supervised release if mental health experts think Carneal can
be successful outside of prison.
Missy Jenkins Smith, who was paralyzed by one of Carneal's
bullets and uses a wheelchair, said it is too risky to let Carneal
out. He has said he was suffering from delusions and paranoia
at the time of the shooting, and she worries what would happen
if he stopped taking his medications.
Jenkins Smith was in the band with Carneal and had considered him a friend. She even visited him in prison once. She has
said she has forgiven him, but she does not think it would be
fair for him to be set free.
"I could speak for hours about what my life has been like every
minute of every day the last quarter century, without the use
of my legs," she said. "I've been sentenced to life without the
possibility of parole — after living the consequence of Michael
Carneal's decision — to not be able to walk. I will continue to
serve out that consequence. Michael's decision for me will be
my entire life."
On Tuesday, Carneal will make his case for release from
the Kentucky State Reformatory in La Grange. A two-person
panel of the full parole board is hearing Carneal's appeal. They
have the option to release him or defer his next opportunity
for parole for up to five years. If the two cannot agree on those
options, they can send the case to a meeting of the full board
next Monday. Only the full board has the power to deny Carneal any chance of parole, forcing him to stay in prison for the
rest of his life.
The parole hearing, which took place by videoconference,
was broadcast on local television in Paducah and on YouTube.
There was also a public showing at a local community college
where a handful of community members gathered to watch.
They included Tommy Fletcher, a teacher who witnessed the
aftermath of the shooting, entering the lobby just seconds after
it was over.
In an interview after the hearing, Fletcher remembered the
pain of that day when he stayed beside one of the students
who died, but also the resilience of his community. On Dec. 2,
1997, school was open and students gathered for their prayer
circle in the same lobby where their classmates had been shot
the previous day.
"It was so empowering to see how everybody handled it,"
Fletcher said. "It really brought us together."
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