
NORTH KOREA: MISSILE TESTS WERE 
PRACTICE TO ATTACK SOUTH, US
  By Hyung-Jin Kim  |  The Associated Press  

North Korea's military said Monday its recent 
barrage of missile tests were practices to "merci-
lessly" strike key South Korean and U.S. targets 
such as air bases and operation command 
systems with a variety of missiles that likely 
included nuclear-capable weapons.

The North's announcement underscored 
leader Kim Jong Un's determination not to 
back down in the face of his rivals' push 
to expand their military exercises. But some 
experts say Kim also used their drills as an 
excuse to modernize his nuclear arsenal and 
increase his leverage in future dealings with 
Washington and Seoul.

North Korea fired dozens of missiles and 
flew warplanes toward the sea last week — trig-
gering evacuation alerts in some South Korean 
and Japanese areas — in protest of massive U.S.-
South Korean air force drills that the North 

views as an invasion rehearsal.
U.S. and South Korean officials responded 

they would further enhance their joint train-
ing events and warned the North that the use 
of nuclear weapons would result in the end of 
Kim's regime.

"The recent corresponding military opera-
tions by the Korean People's Army are a clear 
answer of (North Korea) that the more persis-
tently the enemies' provocative military moves 
continue, the more thoroughly and mercilessly 
the KPA will counter them," the General Staff 
of North Korea's military said in a statement 
carried by state media.

It said the weapons tests involved ballistic 
missiles loaded with dispersion warheads and 
underground infiltration warheads meant to 
launch strikes on enemy air bases; ground-to-
air missiles designed to "annihilate" enemy 

aircraft at different altitudes and distances; and 
strategic cruise missiles that fell in international 
waters about 80 kilometers (50 miles) off South 
Korea's southeastern costal city of Ulsan.

The North's military said it also carried out 
an important test of a ballistic missile with 
a special functional warhead missioned with 
"paralyzing the operation command system of 
the enemy." This could mean a simulation of 
electromagnetic pulse attacks, but some observ-
ers doubt whether North Korea has mastered 
key technologies to obtain such an attack 
capability.

The North's military statement didn't explic-
itly mention a reported launch Thursday of 
an intercontinental ballistic missile aimed at 
hitting the U.S. mainland, though its main 
newspaper published a photo of an ICBM-like 
weapon as one that was used during last week's 

testing activities.
Some experts say many other North Korean 

missiles launched last week were short-range 
nuclear-capable weapons that place key military 
targets in South Korea, including U.S. military 
bases there, within striking range.

Later Monday, South Korea's military dis-
puted some of the North's accounts of its mis-
sile tests. Spokesperson Kim Jun-rak said South 
Korea didn't detect the North's cruise missile 
launches and that it's also notable that North 
Korea didn't mention what Seoul assessed as an 
abnormal flight by an ICBM.

This year's "Vigilant Storm" air force drills 
between the United States and South Korea 
were the largest-ever for the annual fall maneu-
vers. The drills involved 240 warplanes includ-
ing advanced F-35 fighter jets from both coun-
tries. The allies were initially supposed to run 
the drills for five days ending on Friday, but 
extended the training by another day in reac-
tion to the North's missile tests.

On Saturday, the final day of the air force 
exercises, the United States flew two B-1B 
supersonic bombers over South Korea in a 
display of strength against North Korea, the air-
craft's first such flyover since December 2017.

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said the 
participation of the B-1Bs in the joint drills 
demonstrated the allies' readiness to sternly 
respond to North Korean provocations and the 
U.S. commitment to defend its ally with the 
full range of its military capabilities, including 
nuclear.
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FANS CELEBRATE HOUSTON ASTROS' 
WORLD SERIES WIN WITH PARADE
  The Associated Press    

An estimated crowd of more than 1 million fans celebrated the Houston Astros' World Series win 
with a downtown parade Monday.

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner had encouraged fans coming to the victory parade to "arrive 
early, wear Astros' colors, be loud and celebrate safely." The parade, which started at noon and 
lasted for a couple of hours, packed sidewalks with people as Astros players riding floats and 
buses waved at cheering fans.

The parade took place without any serious incidents, except for the arrest of a 33-year-old man 
who was accused by Houston police of throwing a beer can at U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, who was rid-
ing in the back of a truck that was part of the parade. Police said the beer can hit the Republican 
senator from Texas in the chest and neck area but he did not require any medical attention. The 
man was arrested by police but his name was not immediately released. He is expected to face 
assault charges, police said.

Video from the parade showed people along the route booing Cruz as he went by, including 
just before he was hit by the beer can.

Although a final tally of the number of people at the parade was not immediately available, it 
was expected to surpass the 1 million individuals who attended the parade held after the Astros 
won their first World Series in 2017, said Mary Benton, a spokeswoman for Turner.

The Astros clinched their second World Series title in six seasons Saturday. Yordan Alvarez 
hit a towering three-run homer, helping the Astros beat the Philadelphia Phillies 4-1 in Game 6.

Saturday's win gave the Astros' 73-year-old manager Dusty Baker his first title in 25 seasons as 
a manager, the last three in Houston.
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