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331,449,281
U.S. POPULATION AS OF APRIL 1, 2020

US MARKS SLOWEST POPULATION
GROWTH SINCE THE DEPRESSION
By Mike Schneider & Nicholas Riccardi | The Associated Press

U.S. population growth has slowed to the lowest rate since the Great Depression, the Census
Bureau said, as Americans continued their march to the South and West and one-time engines
of growth, New York and California, lost political influence.
Altogether, the U.S. population rose to 331,449,281 last year, the Census Bureau said Monday,
a 7.4% increase over the previous decade that was the second slowest ever. Experts say that paltry
pace reflects the combination of an aging population, slowing immigration and the scars of the
Great Recession more than a decade ago, which led many young adults to delay marriage and
families.
The new allocation of congressional seats comes in the first release of data from last year's headcount. The numbers generally chart familiar American migration patterns: Texas and Florida, two
Republican Sunbelt giants, added enough population to gain congressional seats as chillier climes
like New York and Ohio saw slow growth and lost political muscle.
The report also confirms one historic marker: For the first time in 170 years of statehood, California is losing a congressional seat, a result of slowed migration to the nation's most populous
state, which was once a symbol of the country's expansive frontier.
The state population figures, known as the apportionment count, determine distribution of
$1.5 trillion in federal spending each year. They also mark the official beginning of once-a-decade
redistricting battles. The numbers released Monday, along with more detailed data expected later
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this year, will be used by state legislatures or independent commissions to redraw political maps
to account for shifts in population.
It's been a bumpy road getting this far. The 2020 census faced a once-in-a-century coronavirus
pandemic, wildfires, hurricanes, allegations of political interference with the Trump administration's failed effort to add a citizenship question, fluctuating deadlines and lawsuits.
Texas was the biggest winner — the second-most populous state added two congressional seats,
while Florida and North Carolina each gained one. Colorado, Montana and Oregon all added
residents and gained a seat each. States losing seats included Illinois, Michigan, Pennsylvania and
West Virginia.
The new numbers contain some surprises. Though Texas and Florida grew, the final census
count had them each gaining one fewer seat than expected. Arizona, another fast-growing state
that demographers considered a sure bet to pick up a new seat, failed to get one. All three states
have large Latino populations that represent about half their growth, and this could be an early
sign that Hispanics shied away from the Trump administration's count.
Still, Thomas Saenz, president of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund,
said he wasn't ready to "sound the alarm" over the underperformance of states with large Hispanic
populations. He noted that he believes Hispanic growth helped states like Colorado and Oregon
each gain seats and prevented
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NO BIG BACKLASH FOR STATES PASSING ANTI-TRANSGENDER LAWS
By David Crary | The Associated Press

Five states have passed laws or implemented executive orders
this year limiting the ability of transgender youths to play sports
or receive certain medical treatment. There's been a vehement
outcry from supporters of transgender rights – but little in the
way of tangible repercussions for those states.
It's a striking contrast to the fate of North Carolina a few years
ago. When its Legislature passed a bill in March 2016 limiting
which public restrooms transgender people could use, there was
a swift and powerful backlash. The NBA and NCAA relocated
events; some companies scrapped expansion plans. By March
2017, the bill's bathroom provisions were repealed.
So far this year, there's been nothing comparable. Not even
lawsuits, although activists predict some of the measures eventually will be challenged in court.
Rodrigo Heng-Lehtinen, deputy executive director of the
National Center for Transgender Equality, says he's surprised
by the lack of backlash, but believes it will materialize as more
people learn details about the legislation being approved.
"A lot of Americans are still getting to know trans people and
they're learning about these issues for the first time," he said.
"Over time, they get to know their trans neighbors, they get
outraged by these bans, and corporations respond ... It's just a
matter of time."
The president of a major national LGBTQ-rights organizations, Alphonso David of the Human Rights Campaign, attributed the lack of backlash to lack of awareness about the potential
harm that these laws could cause to transgender young people.
"Some people in this country have not come to terms with
treating trans people like human beings," David said. "It's now
coming to a head."
One batch of bills seeks to ban transgender girls from competing on girls' sports teams in public schools. Such measures have
been enacted in Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee and Mississippi,
and implemented by an executive order from Gov. Kristi Noem
in South Dakota.
Another batch of bills seeks to ban gender-affirming medical
treatments for trans minors – including the use of puberty blockers and hormone therapy. Arkansas legislators approved such a
measure over the veto of Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson, and
similar measures are pending in Alabama, Tennessee and Texas.

Echoing concerns of major medical associations, Dr. Michele
Hutchison – who runs a transgender medicine clinic at Arkansas Children's hospital -- says the ban in her state is raising the
risk of suicide among some of her patients and forcing some
families to wonder if they should move to another state.
More than 400 companies __ including Tesla, Pfizer, Delta
Air Lines and Amazon __ have signed on to support civil rights
legislation for LGBTQ people that is moving through Congress,
advocates said Tuesday.
And last week, the Human Rights Campaign took out a fullpage ad in the New York Times appealing to corporations to
denounce the anti-trans bills that have proliferated in Republican-controlled legislatures.
The letter, signed by David, urged corporate leaders "to take
action now by publicly denouncing state legislation that discriminates against people, refusing to advance new business in
states that are hostile to corporate values and refusing to support
sporting events where transgender athletes are banned."
More than 85 companies have signed a statement drafted by
the HRC -- including Amazon, American Airlines,
Apple, AT&T, Facebook,
IBM, Microsoft, PepsiCo,
Pfizer and Union Pacific. In
polite language, the statement implies a threat: "As
we make complex decisions
about where to invest and
grow, these issues can influence our decisions."
Overall, the corporate
response remains "insufficient," David said. "But I
think we are seeing a turning of the tide as we put
more pressure on companies."
One of the companies
signing the HRC statement
is the technology giant Ora-

states like New York and Illinois from losing more.
Congressional reapportionment is a zero sum game, with states divvying up the 435 House seats based on population advantages that can be
strikingly small. If New York had counted 89 more residents, the state
would have kept its seat and Minnesota would have lost one, officials
said. Minnesota, which had the nation's highest self-response rate, also
secured the last House seat in 2010.
The reshuffling of the congressional map moved seats from blue
states to red ones, giving Republicans a clear, immediate advantage. The
party will have complete control of drawing the congressional maps in
Texas, Florida and North Carolina — states that are adding four seats.
In contrast, though Democrats control the process in Oregon, Democratic lawmakers there have agreed to give Republicans an equal say in
redistricting in exchange for a commitment to stop blocking bills. In
Democratic Colorado, a nonpartisan commission will draw the lines,
meaning the party won't have total control in a single expanding state's
redistricting.
The overall numbers confirm what demographers have long warned —
that the country's growth is stalling. Many had expected growth to come
in even below the 1930s levels given the long hangover of the Great
Recession and the drying up of immigration, which came to a virtual
halt during last year's pandemic.
William Frey, a demographer at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C., warned that even a recovering economy may not change
the trend with the population aging rapidly and immigration contentious. "Unlike the Great Depression, it's part of a process where we're
likely to keep having slow growth," Frey said.
Meanwhile, Americans continue to move to GOP-run states. For now,
that shift provides the Republicans with the opportunity to shape new
congressional districts to maximize the influence of their voters and
have a major advantage in upcoming elections — possibly enough to win
back control of the U.S. House.
But in the long term, it's not clear the migration is good news for
Republicans. Many of the fastest growing states are increasingly competitive political battlegrounds where the new arrivals — including many
young people and people of color — could at some point give Democrats
an edge.
"What's happening is growth in Sunbelt states that are trending Democratic or will soon trend Democratic," Frey said.
That means Republicans may be limited in how many favorable seats
they can draw as Democrats move to their territory.
"It's going to be harder and harder for the Texas Legislature to gerrymander advantageous congressional districts" for Republicans, said
William Fulton, director of the Kinder Institute for Urban Research at

cle Corp., which is planning to bring 8,500 jobs and a $1.2
billion investment to Nashville, Tennessee, over the coming
decade. Joe Woolley, who heads the Nashville LGBT Chamber
of Commerce, has expressed hope that Oracle — which has not
threatened to cancel its plans — might use its leverage to prompt
reconsideration of Tennessee's anti-transgender legislation.
Woolley also says organizers of at least three conventions are
considering pulling those events out of Nashville because of the
bills, though he has declined to identify them.
Thus far, Tennessee Gov, Bill Lee has signaled that any criticism from the business community won't sway him.
"Organizations have opportunities to weigh in on the legislative process but ultimately, Tennesseans, through their elected
representatives, determine the law in our state," said Casey
Black, a spokesperson for Lee.
In Texas, a coalition called Texas Competes released a letter
April 19 signed by more than 40 businesses and chambers of
commerce in the state denouncing a batch of pending bills as
"divisive, unnecessary and economically dangerous."

Rice University in Houston. "Texas hasn't flipped blue yet as a state, but
the blue population centers are growing really fast."
Fulton, who moved to Texas from California, said his new home has
become "the new California — the big state that's adding a lot of population." He believes California risks becoming the new Northeast — which
he characterized as a stagnant, crowded area that retains wealth and
intellectual clout but loses innovators to more promising places.
Despite California's slow growth, the state still has 10 million more
residents than Texas.
North Carolina and Texas, Fulton said, are positioned to become
the intellectual powerhouses of the new economy, as the South has
snatched away major manufacturing industries like automobiles from
the Rust Belt. "We are 10-20 years away from the South and the West
being truly dominant in American culture and American society,"
Fulton said.
But population booms also bring new burdens, like increased traffic,
rising home prices and strains on an infrastructure already grappling
with climate change — vividly illustrated when the Texas power grid
failed in the winter storms of February.
The pattern outlined in the the Census data was one started in the
1930s with the development of modern air-conditioning and has been
steady since then. The change in the pattern this time was California.
Home prices have soared in California, contributing to a stream of
residents leaving for other Western states. Those relocations helped
turn Colorado and Nevada into Democratic states and made Arizona
competitive.
"That's the California exodus, blue state immigrants," Frey said. "Californians are taking their votes and moving to other places."
The power shift is also being driven by Hispanics. Over the decade,
Hispanics accounted for around half of the growth in Arizona, Florida
and Texas, according to figures from the American Community Survey,
a Census Bureau program separate from the decennial census.
The legal deadline for turning in the apportionment numbers was
Dec. 31, but the Census Bureau pushed back that date to April because
of challenges caused by the pandemic and the need for more time to
correct not-unexpected irregularities.
More detailed figures will be released later this year showing populations by race, Hispanic origin, gender and housing at geographic levels as
small as neighborhoods. This redistricting data will be used for redrawing precise congressional and legislative districts.
President Joe Biden sent Monday's numbers to the Capitol, where
the House clerk has 15 days to notify governors.
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