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VAST ARCHIVES AT JFK LIBRARY 
HELP BRING 'HEMINGWAY' TO LIFE
   By Mark Pratt  |  The Associated Press    

A new documentary on Ernest Hemingway — powered by vast 
but little-known archives kept at the John F. Kennedy Presiden-
tial Library and Museum in Boston — is shedding new light on 
the acclaimed novelist.

"Hemingway," by longtime collaborators Ken Burns and Lynn 
Novick, premiering on PBS on three consecutive nights start-
ing April 5, takes a more nuanced look at the author and his 
longstanding reputation as an alcoholic, adventurer, outdoors-
man and bullfight-loving misogynist who struggled with internal 
turmoil that eventually led to his death by suicide at age 61.

The truth about the man many consider America's greatest 
20th-century novelist — whose concise writing style made him 
an outsized celebrity who became a symbol of unrepentant 
American masculinity — is much more complex, Novick said.

"We hope this film opens up opportunities to look at Heming-
way in different ways," said Novick, who has co-created several 
other documentaries with Burns including "The Vietnam War" 
and "Prohibition." "There is a complexity beneath the surface."

That complexity would have been nearly impossible to detail 
without the largest-in-the-world Hemingway collection that 
ended up at the JFK Library, thanks to Hemingway's and Ken-
nedy's widows.

Although the two men never met, they admired each other 
and corresponded briefly. Hemingway was even invited to 
Kennedy's inauguration but couldn't make it because of illness, 
said Hilary Justice, the Hemingway scholar in residence at the 
library.

When Hemingway's fourth wife, Mary Hemingway, was fig-
uring out what to do with her late husband's effects, she asked 
Jackie Kennedy if they could be housed at the JFK Library.

The archives contain Hemingway's manuscripts — including 
"The Sun Also Rises" and "For Whom the Bell Tolls" — personal 
correspondence and about 11,000 photographs.

Much of the material used in the documentary has not been 
widely seen in public, if at all, Novick said.

Burns had been to the JFK Library on multiple occasions 
for several functions, but had no idea about the extent of the 

Hemingway archives until they started researching the film, 
which has been in the works for years.

"The Hemingway collection was central to the process," Burns 
said. "It helped us understand just what a disciplined writer he 
was."

Much of the documentary deals with Hemingway's compli-
cated relationship with the women in his life, from his mother 
and sisters to the nurse he fell love with while recovering from 
wounds suffered in World War I to his four wives.

"So much of what he did in life was about love: running to it, 
running from it and ruining it," Burns said.

While considered the archetype of American manhood, the 
truth about Hemingway's masculinity was more complex, the 
filmmakers found.

As a child, Hemingway's mother treated him and one of his 
sisters as twins, often dressing them in identical outfits, some-
times as boys, sometimes as girls. He explored gender fluidity 
both in his books and in life, letting his hair grow as his wives 
cropped theirs short.

"We wanted to push back against this idea that Hemingway 
didn't like women," Novick said.

Novick's favorite part of the collection were Hemingway's 
manuscripts, many handwritten on store-bought notebooks. 
They show in great detail his thinking process as he wrote, 
rewrote, amended and edited his works through cross-outs, 
scribbles and notes in the margins.

Hemingway, for example, wrote dozens of endings to "A Fare-
well to Arms" — as many as 47, according to one count.

"You can trace how each work developed, from first draft to 
final manuscript," she said.

For Burns, the most striking thing about the collection are 
the pieces of shrapnel dug from Hemingway's body after he 
was almost killed as a teenager driving a Red Cross ambulance 
in World War I. Burns can't help but think that such a pro-
found near-death experience had a major impact on the rest of 
Hemingway's life, and contributed to his death.

YELLEN CALLS FOR MINIMUM 
GLOBAL CORPORATE INCOME TAX
 By Christopher Rugaber   |  The Associated Press  

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen on Mon-
day urged the adoption of a minimum global 
corporate income tax, an effort to offset any 
disadvantages that might arise from the Biden 
administration's proposed increase in the U.S. 
corporate tax rate. 

Citing a "thirty-year race to the bottom" in 
which countries have slashed corporate tax 
rates in an effort to attract multinational busi-
nesses, Yellen said the Biden administration 
would work with other advanced economies in 
the Group of 20 to set a minimum. 

"Competitiveness is about more than how 
U.S.-headquartered companies fare against 
other companies in global merger and acquisi-
tion bids," Yellen said in a virtual speech to the 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs. "It is about 
making sure that governments have stable tax 
systems that raise sufficient revenue to invest 
in essential public goods." 

The speech was Yellen's highest-profile so 
far on international affairs, and came just as 
the spring meetings of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund began in a vir-
tual format. 

"It is important to work with other countries 
to end the pressures of tax competition and 
corporate tax base erosion," Yellen said. 

President Joe Biden has proposed hiking 
the U.S. corporate tax rate to 28% from 21%, 
partially undoing the Trump administration's 
cut from 35% in its 2017 tax legislation. Biden 
also wants to set a minimum U.S. tax on over-
seas corporate income, and to make it harder 
for companies to shift earnings offshore. The 

increase would help pay for the White House's 
ambitious $2.3 trillion infrastructure proposal.

Also on Monday, Biden said he was "not at 
all" concerned that a higher corporate tax rate 
would cause some U.S. companies to relocate 
overseas, though Yellen's proposed global mini-
mum corporate tax is intended to prevent that 
from happening. 

"There's no evidence to that ... that's bizarre," 
Biden said in response to a question from 
reporters.

According to the Tax Foundation, the Trump 
administration's corporate tax reduction low-
ered the U.S. rate from the highest among the 
37 advanced economies in the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
to the 13th highest. Many analysts have argued, 
however, that few large U.S. multinationals 
paid the full tax.

"We have 51 or 52 corporations from the 
Fortune 500 who haven't paid a single penny a 
day for 3 years?" Biden said. "Come on."

Yellen, meanwhile, downplayed the potential 
for the Biden administration's domestic agen-
da, which also includes a $1.9 trillion COVID 
relief package approved last month, to spur 
higher inflation. Former Treasury Secretary 
Larry Summers, among others, has raised such 
concerns since the relief bill passed. 

"I strongly doubt that it's going to cause infla-
tionary pressures," Yellen said, referring to the 
administration's infrastructure proposal. "The 
problem for a very long time has been inflation 
that's too low, not inflation that's too high."

Yellen also said the United States will step 

up its efforts at home and overseas to fight 
climate change, "after sitting on the sidelines 
for four years."

Treasury will work to "promote the flow 
of capital toward climate-aligned investments 
and away from carbon-intensive investments," 
Yellen said. That approach has raised the ire of 
GOP members of Congress, who say it threat-
ens the ability of the U.S. oil and gas industry 
to access needed lending. 

Yellen also noted that many developing 
nations are lagging in vaccinating their popu-
lations, and have also experienced harsh eco-
nomic consequences from the pandemic. As 
many as 150 million people worldwide will fall 
into extreme poverty this year, Yellen said. 

"The result will likely be a deeper and 
longer-lasting crisis, with mounting problems 
of indebtedness, more entrenched poverty, and 
growing inequality," Yellen said. 

The Biden administration supports the cre-
ation of $650 billion in new lending capacity 
at the IMF to address such issues, she said. 
Many Republicans in Congress oppose the new 
allotment, arguing that much of the funding 
would flow to relatively better-off developing 
countries, such as China. 

Yellen acknowledged that the additional 
credit would be distributed to each IMF mem-
ber, but argued that "significant resources will 
go to the poorest countries most in need." 
Nations can also donate some of their funds 
to the hardest-hit countries, which she expects 
many will do, she added. 
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