
Ta l k i n g  Po i n t s

6 DR. SEUSS BOOKS WON'T BE 
PUBLISHED FOR RACIST IMAGES
   By Mark Pratt   |  The Associated Press    

Six Dr. Seuss books — including "And to Think That I Saw It 
on Mulberry Street" and "If I Ran the Zoo" — will stop being 
published because of racist and insensitive imagery, the busi-
ness that preserves and protects the author's legacy said Tuesday.

"These books portray people in ways that are hurtful and 
wrong," Dr. Seuss Enterprises told The Associated Press in a 
statement that coincided with the late author and illustrator's 
birthday.

"Ceasing sales of these books is only part of our commitment 
and our broader plan to ensure Dr. Seuss Enterprises' catalog 
represents and supports all communities and families," it said.

The other books affected are "McElligot's Pool," "On Beyond 
Zebra!," "Scrambled Eggs Super!," and "The Cat's Quizzer."

The decision to cease publication and sales of the books was 
made last year after months of discussion, the company, which 
was founded by Seuss' family, told AP.

"Dr. Seuss Enterprises listened and took feedback from our 
audiences including teachers, academics and specialists in the 
field as part of our review process. We then worked with a 
panel of experts, including educators, to review our catalog of 
titles," it said.

In "And to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street," an 
Asian person is portrayed wearing a conical hat, holding chop-
sticks, and eating from a bowl. "If I Ran the Zoo" includes a 
drawing of two bare-footed African men wearing what appear to 
be grass skirts with their hair tied above their heads.

Books by Dr. Seuss — who was born Theodor Seuss Geisel 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, on March 2, 1904 —- have been 
translated into dozens of languages as well as in braille and are 
sold in more than 100 countries. He died in 1991.

He remains popular, earning an estimated $33 million 
before taxes in 2020, up from just $9.5 million five years ago, 
the company said. Forbes listed him No. 2 on its highest-paid 
dead celebrities of 2020, behind only the late pop star Michael 
Jackson.

Random House Children Books, Dr. Seuss' publisher, issued 
a brief statement Tuesday: "We respect the decision of Dr. Seuss 
Enterprises (DSE) and the work of the panel that reviewed this 
content last year, and their recommendation."

As adored as Dr. Seuss is by millions around the world for 
the positive values in many of his works, including environ-
mentalism and tolerance, there has been increasing criticism in 
recent years over the way Blacks, Asians and others are drawn 
in some of his most beloved children's books, as well as in his 
earlier advertising and propaganda illustrations.

The National Education Association, which founded Read 
Across America Day in 1998 and deliberately aligned it with 
Geisel's birthday, has for several years deemphasized Seuss and 
encouraged a more diverse reading list for children.

School districts across the country have also moved away 
from Dr. Seuss, prompting Loudoun County, Virginia, schools 
just outside Washington, D.C., to douse rumors last month 
that they were banning the books entirely.

"Research in recent years has revealed strong racial under-
tones in many books written/illustrated by Dr. Seuss," the 
school district said in a statement.

In 2017, a school librarian in Cambridge, Massachusetts, crit-
icized a gift of 10 Seuss books from first lady Melania Trump, 
saying many of his works were "steeped in racist propaganda, 
caricatures, and harmful stereotypes."

In 2018, a Dr. Seuss museum in his hometown of Springfield 
removed a mural that included an Asian stereotype.

"The Cat in the Hat," one of Seuss' most popular books, has 
received criticism, too, but will continue to be published for 
now.

Dr. Seuss Enterprises, however, said it is "committed to 
listening and learning and will continue to review our entire 
portfolio."

The move to cease publication of the books drew immedi-
ate reaction on social media from those who called it another 

example of "cancel culture."
"We've now got foundations book burning the authors to 

whom they are dedicated. Well done, everyone," conservative 
commentator and author Ben Shapiro tweeted.

Others approved of the decision.
"The books we share with our children matter. Books shape 

their world view and tell them how to relate to the people, 
places, and ideas around them. As grown-ups, we have to exam-
ine the worldview we are creating for our children, including 
carefully re-examining our favorites," Rebekah Fitzsimmons, 
an assistant teaching professor at Carnegie Mellon University, 
tweeted.

Numerous other popular children's series have been criti-
cized in recent years for alleged racism.

In the 2007 book, "Should We Burn Babar?," the author 
and educator Herbert R. Kohl contended that the "Babar the 
Elephant" books were celebrations of colonialism because of 
how the title character leaves the jungle and later returns to 

"civilize" his fellow animals.
One of the books, "Babar's Travels," was removed from 

the shelves of a British library in 2012 because of its alleged 
stereotypes of Africans. Critics also have faulted the "Curious 
George" books for their premise of a white man bringing home 
a monkey from Africa.

And Laura Ingalls Wilder's portrayals of Native Americans 
in her "Little House On the Prairie" novels have been faulted 
so often that the American Library Association removed her 
name in 2018 from a lifetime achievement award it gives out 
each year. The association still gives out the Geisel Award for 

"the most distinguished American book for beginning readers 
published in English in the United States during the preceding 
year."

PYREX AND PINK DAISIES: MIDCENTURY COOKWARE IS FAB AGAIN
 By Tracee M. Herbaugh   |  The Associated Press  

If you want to freshen up your kitchen, look no 
further than Grandma's old casserole dishes. 

Vintage kitchenware is back in style -– pieces 
from the mid-20th century painted with flow-
ers, bright colors, and specific functions, such 
as bracketed chip and dip bowls or four-piece 
refrigerator storage sets.

"I've always been an old soul and loved 
anything old," said Megan Telfer, a collector of 
vintage dishes, salt and pepper shakers, cookie 
jars and "a little bit of everything." The 26-year-
old parole officer from the Dallas area said this 
hobby started with family.

Her grandmother gave her mother a green 
and white Pyrex "Spring Blossom" mixing bowl. 
"That's when my interest was piqued," Telfer 
said. 

Three years later, she has more than 300 
pieces of vintage Pyrex, displayed on three large 
bookcases. Her 5-year-old daughter has some 
vintage Pyrex, too.

"We don't use 90 percent of it," Telfer said. 
"I display it."

Some collectors buy vintage dishware to try 
to resell it at a profit, while others are in it for 
nostalgia.

"It reminds them of their mothers, aunts, 
grandmothers," said Hope Chudy, owner of 
Downstairs at Felton Antiques in Waltham, 
Massachusetts.

A year of pandemic lockdowns has led to a 
surge in home cooking and time spent hanging 
out in the kitchen. Vintage cookware fits right 
into that homey, old-fashioned vibe.

There are lustrous chili bowls with handles, 
and casserole dishes set on top of brass can-
dle warmers. These are durable dishes, often 
smaller than modern serving pieces, that can 
go from freezer to oven to table. But collectors 
usually acquire them for enjoyment, not utility.

"It really sets your kitchen apart from oth-
ers," said Victoria Aude, an interior designer 

in Canton, Massachusetts. "It's not an item you 
can just buy off the shelf at Bloomingdale's."

The old dishes are also nice accents when 
decorating a room, said Atlanta-based interior 
designer Beth Halpern Brown. "They can add 
that quick pop of color," she said. "You can 
decorate a wall with them, or put one on dis-
play and change the space."

Corning first released a Pyrex dish in 1915. 
By the 1930s, Anchor Hocking Glass Corp. 
released its competitor brand Fire-King. But it's 
the kitchenware made between 1950 and 1980 
that seem to be most popular right now. 

Jo Adinolfi, a 62-year-old nurse from Shel-
ton, Connecticut, collects Pyrex mixing bowls 
and stackable refrigerator sets, what collectors 
affectionately call "fridgies." She started collect-
ing and selling about 10 years ago and owns 
more than 2,000 pieces. 

The mid-20th-century glass bowls and cas-
serole dishes from brands like Fire-King and 
Pyrex haven't changed, but their prices have. 

"The more people that collect, the higher the 
demand is, the more people are trying to source 
the right goods to be able to feed that request," 
said Stan Savellis, 42, of Sydney, Australia, 
who has collected vintage kitchenware since his 
teenage years and runs the online store That 
Retro Piece. 

Television and social media have also gener-
ated interest. Series like "WandaVision," "Fire-
fly Lane," "The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel" and 
"Mad Men" all highlight midcentury kitchens 
and kitchenware.

And then there's social media too, said Vicki 
Matranga, the design programs coordinator for 
the International Housewares Association and 
author of the book "America at Home: A Cel-
ebration of Twentieth-Century Housewares."

"With everyone at home now, you can look 
at collections on Facebook or Instagram," she 
said. 

In pre-pandemic days, vintage collectors 
would meet up at swaps. Now, people are buy-
ing and selling on eBay, Etsy, Facebook and 
other websites. 

The rarest pieces have sold for thousands 
of dollars, such as the 1959 "Lucky in Love" 
covered casserole dish that Goodwill sold for 
$5,994 in 2017. 

Still, some enthusiasts simply like the vintage 
look and sentimentality. 

"It goes with my house," said Ashley Linder, 
37, of Lake Jackson, Texas.

Linder's vintage collection includes can 
openers from the 1950s, and they still work. 
"Fortunately, I have the space to display most 
of it, though some are seasonal-use," she said.

One of her most treasured finds was a Pyrex 
"Pink Daisy 045" casserole dish on eBay. It was 
in great condition, still in the box.

"You don't come across a lot of pink pieces in 
the box," she said. 

She paid $300 for it and messaged the seller 
in hopes of finding out how it was so well pre-
served. "The lady had bought an old farmhouse 
in Nebraska, and it was left there," she said. "It's 
an investment." 
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