
EMMETT TILL INVESTIGATION CLOSED BY FEDS; NO NEW CHARGES
  By Emily Wagster Pettus & Michael Balsamo  |  The Associated Press  

The U.S. Justice Department said Monday it is ending its 
investigation into the 1955 lynching of Emmett Till, the Black 
teenager from Chicago who was abducted, tortured and killed 
after witnesses said he whistled at a white woman in Mississippi.

The announcement came after the head of the department's 
civil rights division and other officials met with several of Till's 
relatives.

Till's family members said they were disappointed there will 
continue to be no accountability for the infamous killing, with 
no charges being filed against Carolyn Bryant Donham, the 
woman accused of lying about whether Till ever touched her.

"Today is a day we will never forget," Till's cousin, the Rev. 
Wheeler Parker, said during a news conference in Chicago. "For 
66 years we have suffered pain. ... I suffered tremendously."

The killing galvanized the civil rights movement after Till's 
mother insisted on an open casket, and Jet magazine published 
photos of his brutalized body.

The Justice Department reopened the investigation after a 
2017 book quoted Donham as saying she lied when she claimed 
that 14-year-old Till grabbed her, whistled and made sexual 
advances while she was working in a store in the small com-
munity of Money. Relatives have publicly denied that Donham, 
who is in her 80s, recanted her allegations about Till.

Donham told the FBI she had never recanted her accusations 
and there is "insufficient evidence to prove beyond a reasonable 
doubt that she lied to the FBI," the Justice Department said in a 
news release Monday. Officials also said that historian Timothy 
B. Tyson, the author of 2017's "The Blood of Emmett Till," 
was unable to produce any recordings or transcripts in which 
Donham allegedly admitted to lying about her encounter with 
the teen.

"In closing this matter without prosecution, the government 
does not take the position that the state court testimony the 
woman gave in 1955 was truthful or accurate," the Justice 
Department release said. "There remains considerable doubt as 
to the credibility of her version of events, which is contradicted 
by others who were with Till at the time, including the account 
of a living witness."

Tyson did not immediately respond to an email from The 

Associated Press seeking comment Monday.
Thelma Wright Edwards, one of Till's cousins, said she was 

heartbroken but not surprised that no new charges are being 
brought.

"I have no hate in my heart, but I had hoped that we could get 
an apology, but that didn't happen," Edwards said Monday in 
Chicago. "Nothing was settled. The case is closed, and we have 
to go on from here."

Days after Till was killed, his body was pulled 
from the Tallahatchie River, where it had been 
tossed after being weighted down with a cotton 
gin fan.

Two white men, Roy Bryant and his half-brother 
J.W. Milam, were tried on murder charges about a 
month after Till was killed, but an all-white Mis-
sissippi jury acquitted them. Months later, they 
confessed in a paid interview with Look magazine. 
Bryant was married to Donham in 1955. 

The Justice Department in 2004 opened an 
investigation of Till's killing after it received inqui-
ries about whether charges could be brought 
against anyone still living. The department said the 
statute of limitations had run out on any poten-
tial federal crime, but the FBI worked with state 
investigators to determine if state charges could be 
brought. In February 2007, a Mississippi grand jury 
declined to indict anyone, and the Justice Depart-
ment announced it was  closing the case.

Bryant and Milam were not brought to trial 
again, and they are now both dead. Donham has 
been living in Raleigh, North Carolina.

The FBI in 2006 began a cold case initiative to 
investigate racially motivated killings from decades 
earlier. A federal law named after Till allows a 
review of killings that had not been solved or pros-
ecuted to the point of a conviction.

The Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime 
Act requires the Justice Department to make an 
annual report to Congress. No report was filed in 

2020, but a report filed in June of this year indicated that the 
department was still investigating the abduction and killing of 
Till. 

The FBI investigation included a talk with Parker, who pre-
viously told the AP in an interview that he heard his cousin 
whistle at the woman in a store in Money, Mississippi, but that 
the teen did nothing to warrant being killed.
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FEDERAL OFFICIALS IN HOUSTON 
TO INVESTIGATE HIGHWAY PROJECT
  By Juan A. Lozano  |  The Associated Press    

Federal officials investigating a disputed $9 billon Houston 
area highway widening project heard the complaints of resi-
dents and activists on Monday who argued the proposal would 
cause lasting economic and environmental damage to their 
communities.

Federal Highway Administration investigators are in Hous-
ton this week to review complaints about a proposal that would 
remake 24 miles along Interstate 45 and other roadways in 
the Houston area. The project was stalled in March when the 
federal agency began its probe. 

Supporters, including the Texas Transportation Commis-
sion, say the project would enhance driver safety, reduce traffic 
congestion, and address flood mitigation and disaster evacua-
tion needs.

But its critics, including community groups and some 
residents, say it won't improve the area's traffic woes and would 
subject mostly Black and Latino residents to more pollution, 
displacement and flooding while not improving public trans-
portation options. 

Joetta Stevenson, president of the Greater Fifth Ward Super 
Neighborhood, a community group, was one of about 70 
people who attended a meeting Monday at a Houston church 
and expressed concerns about the project to Stephanie Pollack, 
deputy administrator of the Federal Highway Administration. 

Stevenson and others talked about the long history of infra-
structure projects that have depreciated wealth and exacerbated 
inequality in minority neighborhoods. 

"Every time a freeway is widened or created, once you leave, 
you leave nothing more than destruction and a bunch of 
people who can't have a place to live. We have lost residents. 
We lost businesses," Stevenson said. She said previous highways 
projects have "sliced and diced" Fifth Ward, a historically Black 
neighborhood.

U.S. Rep Sheila Jackson Lee, a Houston Democrat, said she 
would not support the project until the concerns and questions 
of residents and community groups are answered. 

Officials with the Texas Department of Transportation, in 
charge of the expansion project, have said the agency "has 
worked extensively" with local governments and communities 
to "develop tangible solutions" to concerns.

At the end of the meeting, Pollack said her agency is serious 
about making sure that federal transportation dollars are not 
used in a way that violates environmental or anti-discrimina-
tion laws. Following the meeting, Pollack and others toured 
several areas that would be affected by the project, including an 
elementary school and a public housing community. 

Pollack said she could not give residents and others answers 
to questions they had on Monday because the investigation 
was ongoing. 

"But I can tell you that we hear you, that what you're saying 
will be taken into account as we complete those investigations,"

 she said. 
The Federal Highway Administration hasn't indicated when 

its review might be finished.
The dispute over the project comes as Transportation Secre-

tary Pete Buttigieg has pledged to make racial equity a priority in 
his department. The project is considered an important test  of 
the Biden administration's commitment to addressing a history 
of racial inequity in U.S. infrastructure projects. 

Last week, the Texas Transportation Commission announced 
it had reached an agreement with the Federal Highway Admin-
istration allowing the state to resume design work  on parts of 
a disputed project, which has been in the works for nearly two 
decades. 

Harris County, which includes Houston, has filed a federal 
lawsuit alleging that state officials ignored the project's impact 
on neighborhoods. Last month, the county paused its lawsuit in 
the hopes of resolving concerns about the project.
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