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CAPITOL POLICE CHIEF SEES RISING THREATS
  By Michael Balsamo & Colleen Long  |  The Associated Press  

The newly installed chief of the U.S. Capitol Police says the force, still 
struggling six months after an insurrection that left its officers battled, 
bloodied and bruised, "cannot afford to be complacent." The risk to 
lawmakers is higher than ever. And the threat from lone-wolf attackers 
is only growing. 

In an interview with The Associated Press, J. Thomas Manger said his 
force is seeing a historically high number of threats against lawmakers, 
thousands more than just a few years ago. He predicts authorities will 
respond to close to 9,000 threats against members of Congress in 2021 
— more than 4,100 had been reported from January to March. 

"We have never had the level of threats against members of Congress 
that we're seeing today," Manger said. "Clearly, we've got a bigger job in 
terms of the protection aspect of our responsibilities, we've got a bigger 
job than we used to."

Manger touted changes that have been made in intelligence gathering 
after the department was widely criticized for being woefully underpre-
pared to fend off a mob of insurrectionists in January. Officials had com-
piled intelligence showing white supremacists and other extremists were 
likely to assemble in Washington on Jan. 6 and that violent disruptions 
were possible. Police officers were brutally beaten in the insurrection.

The events of that day have redefined how the U.S. Capitol Police 
and other law enforcement agencies in Washington approach security. 
Extreme measures put into place two weeks ago for a rally in support of 
those jailed in the riot aren't a one-off, they might be the new normal. 
Propelled by former President Donald Trump, the awakening of domes-
tic extremist groups and the continued volatility around the 2020 elec-
tion have changed the calculus. 

Manger said putting up temporary fencing around the Capitol and 
calling in reinforcements was a prudent decision. It may not be the same 
for every demonstration. 

"It's really going to depend on the intelligence we have beforehand," 
he said. "It's going to depend on the potential for violence at a particular 
demonstration." 

With Manger, the police force got a longtime lawman. He served as 
chief in Maryland's Montgomery County, outside Washington, from 
2004 to 2019. Before that, he led the Fairfax County, Virginia, police 
department. Those jobs, as well as a leadership position in the Major 
Cities Chiefs Association, have made him a familiar face in Washington 
law enforcement circles and on Capitol Hill.

He took over in late July, months after the former chief resigned amid 
the fallout from the insurrection. The Sept. 18 rally was Manger's first 
test — and he was taking no chances. 

"We just were in a position where we could not allow another January 
6th," he said. "And I really needed to ensure that the men and women 
of the Capitol Police department understood that we had the resources 
we need, the training that we needed, the equipment that we needed, 
and the staffing that we needed to ensure that they could do their job 
and do it safely."

In the end, police far outnumbered the protesters and the Capitol offi-
cers were mocked by some for going overboard. But Michael Chertoff, 
a Homeland Security secretary during the George W. Bush administra-
tion, said it's just smart policing to learn from mistakes and be better 
prepared the next time, and so what if there's too many police milling 
around — if the result is no one is killed or hurt.

"When you get demonstrations that are advertised or pitch to right 
wing or left wing extremists, I think you're going to see that they're going 
to lean into a visible show of protection, maybe more than they need 
but enough to make it clear they won't be overwhelmed again," he said. 

Chertoff, who now runs the Chertoff Group security and cybersecu-
rity risk management, said such fortifications won't be necessary for every 
free speech event planned in the nation's capital, but law enforcement 

must be better prepared when it comes to people who have expressed 
sympathy for Jan. 6, because there is strong reason to believe they're 
sympathetic to the idea of using violent force to disrupt government. 
Because it already happened. 

The Capitol Police are part security agency, part local police — it has an 
annual budget of approximately $460 million and about 2,300 officers 
and civilian employees to police the Capitol grounds and the people 
inside the building, including all the lawmakers and staff. By contrast, 
the entire city of Minneapolis has about 800 sworn officers and a budget 
of roughly $193 million. 

On Jan. 6 at least nine people who were there died during and after 
the rioting, including a woman who was shot and killed by police as she 
tried to break into the House chamber and three other Trump support-
ers who suffered medical emergencies. Two police officers died by suicide 
in the days that immediately followed, and a third officer, Capitol Police 
Officer Brian Sicknick, collapsed and died after engaging with the pro-
testers. A medical examiner later determined he died of natural causes.

The Metropolitan Police announced this summer that two more of 
their officers who had responded to the insurrection, Officers Kyle 
DeFreytag and Gunther Hashida, had also died by suicide.

A scathing internal report earlier  this year found that serious gaps 
in tactical gear including weapons, training and intelligence capabilities 
contributed to security problems during the Jan. 6 melee. In his report, 
obtained by the AP, Capitol Police Inspector General Michael A. Bolton 
cast serious doubt on the force's ability to respond to future threats and 
another large-scale attack.

But then a second task force later charged with reviewing Jan. 6 said 
the Capitol Police already has the ability to "track, assess, plan against or 
respond" to threats from domestic extremists who continue to potentially 
target the building. 

The report recommended a major security overhaul, including the 
funding of hundreds of new officer positions and establishing a perma-
nent "quick response force" for emergencies.

But those changes would require massive influx of money. In a $2.1 
billion measure in July, Congress delegated nearly $71 million, with 
much of that funding going to cover overtime costs. 

Still, Manger said, "I think that what we have in place today is an 
improvement over what we had a year ago or nine months ago."

The event, which Republican lawmakers and Trump and his allies 
have sought to downplay and dismiss, has prompted a surge in applica-
tions to join the force. Manger likened it to police and firefighter applica-
tions after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

Manger also defended keeping on Yogananda Pittman, the Capitol 
Police official who led intelligence operations for the agency ahead of 
January's attack. Pittman, who was elevated to acting chief with a tenure 
marred by a vote of no-confidence from rank-and-file officers on the 
force and questions about intelligence and leadership failures, is back in 
charge of intelligence and protecting congressional leaders.

Manger pointed to Pittman's decision as acting chief to implement 
recommendations from the inspector general and to expand the depart-
ment's internal intelligence capabilities so officers wouldn't need to rely 
so heavily on intelligence gathered by other law enticement agencies. A 
number of top officials had left their posts after January's attack.

But Manger shot back at critics who have said Pittman should have 
been let go after her stint as acting chief because she was the top official 
in charge of intelligence before the insurrection.

"This notion that I should come in and just fire everybody on the 
leadership team because they failed on January 6th ... first of all, this 
department was in enough chaos without me firing everybody," Manger 
said, "and then where would I have been without any experience on my 
leadership team to rely on and to assist me going forward?"

US SAYS IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER, 
22 OTHER SPECIES EXTINCT

By Matthew Brown  |  The Associated Press    

Death's come knocking a last time for the 
splendid ivory-billed woodpecker and 22 more 
birds, fish and other species: The U.S. govern-
ment on Wednesday declared them extinct.

It's a rare move for wildlife officials to give 
up hope on a plant or animal, but govern-
ment scientists say they've exhausted to find 
these 23. And they warn climate change, on 
top of other pressures, could make such disap-
pearances more common  as a warming planet 
adds to the dangers facing imperiled plants 
and wildlife. 

The ivory-billed woodpecker was perhaps 
the best known species the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service declared extinct. The wood-
pecker went out stubbornly and with fanfare, 
making unconfirmed appearances in recent 
decades that ignited a frenzy of ultimately 
fruitless searches in the swamps of Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida.

Others such as the flat pigtoe, a freshwater 
mussel in the southeastern U.S., were identi-
fied in the wild only a few times and never seen 
again, meaning by the time they got a name 
they were fading from existence.

"When I see one of those really rare ones, 
it's always in the back of my mind that I might 
be the last one to see this animal again," said 
Anthony "Andy" Ford, a U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service biologist in Tennessee who special-
izes in freshwater mussels.

The factors behind the disappearances vary 
— too much development, water pollution, log-
ging, competition from invasive species, birds 
killed for feathers and animals captured by 
private collectors. In each case, humans were 
the ultimate cause.

Another thing they share: All 23 were 
thought to have at least a slim chance of sur-

vival when added to the endangered species list 
beginning in the 1960s. Only 11 species previ-
ously have been removed due to extinction in 
the almost half-century since the Endangered 
Species Act was signed into law. 

The announcement kicks off a three-month 
comment period before the species status 
changes become final.

Around the globe, some 902 species have 
been documented as extinct. The actual num-
ber is thought to be much higher because 
some are never formally identified, and many 
scientists warn the earth is in an "extinction 
crisis" with flora and fauna now disappearing 
at 1,000 times the historical rate.

It's possible one or more of the 23 species 
named Wednesday could reappear, several 
scientists said. 

A leading figure in the hunt for the ivory-
billed woodpecker said it was premature to call 
off the effort, after millions of dollars spent on 
searches and habitat preservation efforts. 

"Little is gained and much is lost" with an 
extinction declaration, said Cornell University 
bird biologist John Fitzpatrick, lead author of 
a 2005 study that claimed the woodpecker had 
been rediscovered in eastern Arkansas.

"A bird this iconic, and this representative of 
the major old-growth forests of the southeast, 
keeping it on the list of endangered species 
keeps attention on it, keeps states thinking 
about managing habitat on the off chance it 
still exists," he said.

The International Union for Conservation 
of Nature, a Switzerland-based group that 
tracks extinctions globally, is not putting the 
ivory-billed woodpecker into its extinction 
column because it's possible the birds still exist 
in Cuba, said the group's Craig Hilton-Taylor.

Hilton-Taylor said there can be unintended 
but damaging consequences if extinction is 
declared prematurely. "Suddenly the (conser-
vation) money is no longer there, and then 
suddenly you do drive it to extinction because 
you stop investing in it," he said.

But wildlife officials said in an analysis 
released Wednesday  that that there have been 
no definitive sightings of the woodpecker 
since 1944 and "there is no objective evidence" 
of its continued existence.

They said the 23 extinction declarations 
were driven by a desire to clear a backlog of 
recommended status changes for species that 
had not been acted upon for years. They said 
it would free up resources for on-the-ground 
conservation efforts for species that still have 
a chance for recovery.

What's lost when those efforts fail are 
creatures often uniquely adapted to their envi-
ronments. Freshwater mussel species like the 
ones the government says have gone extinct 
reproduce by attracting fish with a lure-like 
appendage, then sending out a cloud of larvae 
that attach to gills of fish until they've grown 
enough to drop off and live on their own.

The odds are slim against any freshwater 
mussel surviving into adulthood — a one in 
a million chance, according to Ford of the 
wildlife service — but those that do can live a 
century or longer. 

Hawaii has the most species on the list — 
eight woodland birds and one plant. That's in 
part because the islands have so many plants 
and animals that many have extremely small 
ranges and can blink out quickly.

The most recent to go extinct was the teeny 
po'ouli, a type of bird known as a honeycreep-
er discovered in 1973.

By the late 1990s just three remained — a 
male and two females. After failures to mate 
them in the wild, the male was captured for 
potential breeding and died in 2004. The two 
females were never seen again.

The fate of Hawaii's birds helped push Duke 
University extinction expert Stuart Pimm into 
his field. Despite the grim nature of the gov-
ernment's proposal to move more species into 
the extinct column, Pimm said the toll would 
probably have been much higher without the 
Endangered Species Act.

"It's a shame we didn't get to those species in 
time, but when we do, we are usually able to 
save species," he said. 

Since 1975, 54 species have left the endan-
gered list after recovering, including the bald 
eagle, brown pelican and most humpback 
whales.

Climate change is making species recovery 
harder, bringing drought, floods, wildfires 
and temperature swings that compound the 
threats species already faced.

How they are saved also is changing. No lon-
ger is the focus on individual species, let alone 
individual birds. Officials say the broader goal 
now is to preserve their habitat, which boosts 
species of all types that live there.

"I hope we're up to the challenge," said biolo-
gist Michelle Bogardus with the wildlife service 
in Hawaii. "We don't have the resources to 
prevent extinctions unilaterally. We have to 
think proactively about ecosystem health and 
how do we maintain it, given all these threats."
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