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75 YEARS LATER, JAPANESE MAN
RECALLS BITTER INTERNMENT IN US
By Emily Wang | The Associated Press

When Japan bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941, the first thing
Hidekazu Tamura, a Japanese American living in California,
thought was, "I'll be killed at the hands of my fellow Americans." It wouldn't be the last time he felt that way.
At 99, amid commemorations of Wednesday's 75th anniversary of the formal Sept. 2, 1945, surrender ceremony that
ended World War II, Tamura has vivid memories of his time
locked up with thousands of other Japanese Americans in U.S.
internment camps. Torn between two warring nationalities,
the experience led him to refuse a loyalty pledge to the United
States, renounce his American citizenship and return to Japan.
"I have too many stories to tell," he chuckles in an interview
with The Associated Press.
Born in Los Angeles to Japanese farmers, his parents earned
enough money to return to Japan in just a few years, buying a
farm near Osaka.
Against his family's wishes, Tamura moved back to the
United States alone in 1938 when he was 17, after his dream
of becoming an aircraft pilot was crushed when he failed an
eye exam. The United States, he hoped, would provide him the
same opportunities his parents received.
But Tamura arrived in California amid rising discrimination
against Asians, and Japanese in particular. His uncle, who ran
a grocery store, once drove him to a fancy hilltop restaurant in
San Francisco and showed him a sign outside that read, "Orientals Not Allowed."
"You won't ever go in there until you die," his uncle told him.
"That's the sort of country this is, (it) discriminates against
Japanese."
"I saw that and thought, 'Bloody hell!' And that awakened me
as a Japanese," he said.
When the war began, Tamura was finishing his college
studies in aircraft engineering. But in February 1942, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an order that led to the incarceration of an estimated 120,000 people with Japanese ancestry,
including those, like Tamura, with U.S. citizenship.
The following year, the government asked those in the camps
whether they would serve in combat for the U.S. military, and
whether they would swear unqualified allegiance to the United
States, renouncing loyalty to the Japanese emperor.
The questions divided the Japanese community between
those seen as loyal to the United States and those loyal to Japan.
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AMERICANS DIVIDED OVER ARMED CIVILIANS WHO FLOCK TO PROTESTS
By Lisa Marie Pane | The Associated Press

istrators as disloyal, even subversive, helping to validate the lie
The split caused fights and even killings in the camps.
of military necessity (that) justified the wartime incarceration."
Many men answered "yes" to both questions, enlisting to
"If that incarceration had been a little more humane, there
fight in the U.S. military abroad even as their families were
probably wouldn't have been a large number of protests," said
stripped of their property and locked in the camps.
Hiroshi Shimizu, president of the Tule Lake Committee, but
Tamura said he answered "no" to both questions. He was sent
there were few other outlets for dissenters.
to Tule Lake, a segregation center for those deemed disloyal,
While at Tule Lake, Tamura and a group of others were
where he joined a group called "Hokoku Seinen Dan," which
branded as troublemakers and transferred to the higher secumeans, "Young Men's Association to Serve the Fatherland."
rity Santa Fe Internment Camp. It was his fourth and last camp.
The group was initially meant to educate and prepare U.S.Government records show that Tamura was at Tule Lake
born, second-generation Japanese Americans, many of whom
starting Oct. 8, 1943, and was sent to Santa Fe Internment
had never been to Japan, for an uncertain future, including
Camp on Dec. 27, 1944. Records provided by the Tule Lake
possible deportation, according to Sachiko Takita-Ishii, profesCommittee show Tamura was a member of the Hokoku Seinen
sor of Sociology at the Yokohama City University. As war raged,
Dan's leadership.
some members began to feel betrayed by the United States and
At Santa Fe, he heard the Japanese emperor's mid-August
took to demonstrations, the professor said.
surrender broadcast while listening to a handmade radio. But
For a time, Tamura said he served as spokesman for the
Tamura wasn't convinced the war was over and thought the
group, whose activities were eventually seen as subversive by
address was propaganda.
the U.S. government.
He still didn't believe the war had ended when he was
Hundreds of its members would march around the outer
released from Santa Fe and boarded a ship in Seattle in Novemperimeter of the camps at dawn, with white headbands and
ber 1945 for the two-week trip back to Japan.
shaved heads, a symbol of devotion to Japan.
On his 25th birthday, in December 1945, he arrived at the
As they marched, Tamura could see U.S. military guards aimJapanese port of Uraga and asked a woman cooking over a clay
ing their machine guns at them. "They were itching to shoot at
stove on the street, "Did Japan win?"
us," he said.
The woman angrily gestured at the surrounding area, which
At a meeting with U.S. officials, Tamura said he was told that
was still ashes and rubble. "Of course we lost. Look around
the American guards had just returned from war and "hated the
you," she said.
Japanese," and that the safety of group members couldn't be
Tamura now marvels at his youthful blind belief that Japan
guaranteed if they continued to march.
would win.
Looking back, Tamura admits the marches were dangerous,
Despite the turmoil of internment, he now remembers with
but patriotism had inspired the young members of the group,
bittersweet nostalgia the camaraderie and friendships he made
which Tamura said numbered around 500 during the time he
during those days.
was there.
Even though he resisted in the camps, he said he has always
"It's war with Japan, so we thought we'd be killed eventually
liked Americans. There's "no feeling (of being an) enemy or
anyway," he said, by way of explanation of his risky activities in
anything like that," he said.
the camps. Secretly, Tamura hoped the Japanese military would
Seventy-five years after returning to Japan, Tamura still folrescue him from the camps.
lows U.S. news, including incidents of racial injustice and the
U.S. administrators at the time called the group "subversive"
upcoming presidential election.
and "traitors."
"Almost 70, 80 years since I knew America then, the same
Barbara Takei, a board member of the Tule Lake Committee,
thing, discrimination, (is happening) now" against minorities,
a non-profit group dedicated to preserving the history of the
he said. It "never improves, this problem."
camp, and an independent researcher and activist, said in an
email that such groups "were demonized by the white admin Talking Points continued on next to last page 

The scenes have become commonplace in
2020: People gathered at state Capitols with
semiautomatic long guns strapped across their
chests. A couple near St. Louis emerging from
their mansion brandishing firearms as Black
Lives Matter demonstrators marched by the
house. Men roaming the streets with rifles during protests over racial inequality, punctuated
by two people being killed in Wisconsin and
another in Oregon over the weekend.
The coronavirus pandemic, protests against
racism and police killings, a rancorous election
and some people's perception that cities are
being overrun by violent mobs have brought
about a markedly more aggressive stance by
some gun owners and widened the divide over
firearms in the U.S.
Americans are turning out more often and
more visibly with guns, a sign of the tension
engulfing the country.
Last week's arrest of a 17-year-old accused
of killing two people in Kenosha, Wisconsin,
with a semiautomatic rifle is just the latest
flashpoint. Over the weekend, supporters of
President Donald Trump streamed into Portland, Oregon, resulting in a clash with protesters that ended with a supporter of a right-wing
group fatally shot.
The white teenager and other gun-toting
protesters have been denounced as radical
vigilantes who benefit from a double-standard
— that if they were Black gun owners brandishing their firearms, the police would use deadly
force against them.
To others, they are patriots seeking to bring
law and order to cities that have been overtaken
by extremists.
"I would have done the same thing, to be
honest with you," Todd Scott, of Covington,
Georgia, said of the teenager in Kenosha. He's
viewed video of the teen, Kyle Rittenhouse,
being chased by protesters and believes he was

acting in self-defense.
Scott himself once used his gun to break up
violence, becoming a bit of a local hero in 2015
after a gunman killed a clerk and a customer at
the liquor store where he was picking up beer.
Scott fired on the suspect before he fled.
Kat Ellsworth, who heads the Liberal Gun
Club chapter in Illinois and lives in Chicago,
is appalled by those who have converged on
protests and are openly carrying firearms. She
believes those gun owners have been emboldened by Trump, who has made law and order a
central part of his reelection bid.
The scenes of primarily white men openly
carrying firearms on city streets or of those
who have flocked to state Capitols to protest
pandemic business restrictions are a demonstration, she believes, of white privilege. She's
convinced that a group of Black gun owners
with AR-15s in public would be dealt with
much differently.
"I view them as instigators and I view them as
people looking for an excuse to shoot people of
color," said Ellsworth, who is white.
The killings in Kenosha almost immediately
opened a new front in the culture wars over
guns. Fox News' Tucker Carlson called the
episode a result of authorities refusing to bring
law and order to the city.
"How shocked are we that 17-year-olds with
rifles decided they had to maintain order when
no one else would?" Carlson said.
Around the same time last week, Mark and
Patricia McCloskey, who were seen outside
their St. Louis home in June brandishing a
rifle and a handgun, were given a coveted
prime-time slot at the Republican National
Convention, where they defended their right
to bear arms.
In the first half of this year, the turmoil has
fueled unprecedented buying of firearms.
Every month so far has smashed last year's

numbers of background checks. In a few
instances, the number of background checks
have soared past previous records set by a background check system that began in 1998.
So far this year, nearly 23 million background checks have been conducted, though
not all checks were for firearm purchases. Still,
the gun industry estimates that 40% of firearm
purchases have been made by first-time buyers,
or about 5 million people.
Ed Turner, a former police officer from
metro Atlanta who now owns gun shops in
Georgia, said he cringes seeing people openly
carrying firearms. If someone is truly worried
about their own safety, he said, concealing the
weapon is "a much better approach than walking around like John Wayne."
Among the people flocking to his gun shops,
he has seen mostly women, African Americans
and Latinos concerned about their personal
safety and buying a firearm for the first time.
He considers their concerns justified amid calls
to "defund the police" and protests that sometimes resulted in police stations being attacked.
"I am stunned that that behavior is allowed
to go on," he said.
Gun control activists have viewed the situation in Kenosha, as well as the other protests
that have drawn people openly carrying firearms, as a direct result of Trump's firebrand
rhetoric.
"It is because of an extreme worldview that
has been only encouraged at the highest levels
of government and by the gun lobby that has
condoned their presence there," said Nick
Suplina, managing director of law and policy
at Everytown for Gun Safety. "The presence
of armed militia at these protests are not there
merely to protect property but are there to
intimidate protesters, to chill speech and sometimes worse."
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