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AFTER TRAGEDIES, NEW ORLEANS 
CELEBRATES END OF CARNIVAL
   By Rebecca Santana & Janet Mcconnaughey  |  The Associated Press    

Thousands of people thronged the streets of New Orleans on 
Fat Tuesday, reaching for beads, shimmying to the music of 
marching bands and celebrating the end of a Carnival season 
tinged by tragedy after two bystanders were killed by floats this 
year.

Even before sunrise, the Northside Skull and Bone Gang 
in skeleton costumes was out waking people up in the Treme 
neighborhood to celebrate a day that for some continues long 
into the night. And in the Central City neighborhood where 
the first parade by Zulu kicks off every year, many parents and 
children seemed to have gotten up and in position just as early.

Thousands of people lined the streets, dressed in the Mardi 
Gras colors of purple, green and gold, standing or sitting in lawn 
chairs, eating food and talking to friends and neighbors.

Derek Hale's friend was riding in the parade so he was help-
ing his friend's wife and three children watch. Like everyone, 
he'd gotten up early to stake out a place.

"The most important thing is family, just being able to be 
out here and enjoying the music, the high school bands, the 
excitement that the kids have," Hale said, holding his friend's 
daughter in his arms as she watched her first Mardi Gras. "For 
her to take it in it's just a really cool experience." 

Hale said the deaths of two people who were killed by floats 
in separate parades leading up to Fat Tuesday worried him, 
and he hoped there will be changes to make next year's parades 
safer, such as using more barricades to keep people away from 
the floats. As a lifelong New Orleanian he said he knows how 
rare such accidents are and viewed them as isolated incidents.

"I wouldn't be out here with these three young babies if I 

didn't think it was a safe environment for everybody," he said.
Carnival season began Jan. 6 and ends Tuesday after weeks of 

Mardi Gras parades, balls and merriment.
Last Wednesday, as thousands gathered to watch the all-

female Krewe of Nyx parade, a woman died after being struck 
by a float. Witnesses told news outlets Geraldine Carmouche, 
58, of New Orleans tried to cross between two parts of a tandem 
float and tripped over a hitch connecting the sections. Tandem 
floats are multiple floats pulled by one tractor.

Then on Saturday night during the Endymion parade — one 
of the biggest and glitziest parades every year — a man out watch-
ing on Canal Street was hit and killed by a float, also a tandem. 
He was identified as Joseph Sampson, 58, of New Orleans.

Following the deaths, the city announced a ban on tandem 
floats for the rest of the season. Police Superintendent Shaun 
Ferguson said Monday said he's not blaming the parade groups 
or tandem floats for the deaths. But he stood by his decision 
to bar the multipart floats for the last few days of the parade 
season. He said representatives from parade krewes, police and 
city officials will meet this week or next to discuss parade safety 
issues.

In front of Sadie's Beauty Salon on Jackson Avenue, Keitra 
Boutan stood, keeping a close eye on her daughter. When asked 
if she had any concerns about safety in light of the two people 
who died, she said she was always worried about that.

"That has always been my No. 1 rule: Don't run up to the 
floats," she said.

Mardi Gras season is usually a time of frivolity and fun as 
thousands of people swarm into the streets of New Orleans 

and other cities and towns in southern Louisiana and the Gulf 
Coast. It's an annual tradition of watching parades, partying and 
hanging out with family and friends.

Among Tuesday's revelers was Moriah Stern, dressed as a 
"trash tree" in a brown top and pants adorned with leaves, beads 
and a flattened beer can. She and Michael Lahargoue and others 
were riding the ferry from New Orleans' Algiers neighborhood 
to Canal Street.

"We don't have water in New Mexico, so this is a treat," 
Lahorgoue said.

Not far from them, Andrew Sullivan of New Orleans wore a 
shark costume to go along with the little shark bicycle helmet 
worn by son Finn, 2, who was strapped into a seat on his father's 
bicycle.

"You ready for some parades?" he asked before riding off.
Families gather to watch the Zulu Social Aid & Pleasure Club 

parade on the main route down St. Charles Avenue, followed by 
the Rex Parade and then two more parades. In the French Quar-
ter, people from all walks of life dress up in elaborate costumes 
and take to the streets to see and be seen.

Once the parades are over, the action shifts to the French 
Quarter's more raucous Bourbon Street.

Every year at midnight, police ride on horseback to ceremoni-
ally "clear" the street although partying continues long past that. 
Then comes Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of 
Lent and a time for many Christians to fast and reflect ahead 
of Easter.

COURT CLOSES COURTHOUSE DOOR 
ON SLAIN MEXICAN TEEN'S FAMILY
 By Mark Sherman  |  The Associated Press  

The Supreme Court ruled 5-4 Tuesday to 
close the courthouse door on the parents of a 
Mexican teenager who was shot dead over the 
border by an American agent.

The court's five conservative justices held 
that the parents could not use American courts 
to sue Border Patrol Agent Jesus Mesa Jr., who 
killed their unarmed 15-year-old son in 2010. 
Mesa was on U.S. soil in Texas when he fired 
the fatal shot.

Justice Samuel Alito wrote for the court that 
the case is tragic, but that strong border security 
and international relations issues led to the 
ruling against the parents of Sergio Adrian 
Hernandez Guereca. 

"Since regulating the conduct of agents 
at the border unquestionably has national 
security implications, the risk of undermining 
border security provides reasons to hesitate" 
about allowing the parents to sue in American 
courts, Alito wrote.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, writing for her 
liberal colleagues, disagreed, saying the parents' 
lawsuit does not endanger border security or 
U.S. foreign policy.

Tuesday's outcome also is certain to doom a 
lawsuit filed by the parents of a teenager killed 
in Nogales, Mexico, from gunshots fired across 
the border by a U.S. agent who was standing in 

Arizona. That case has been on hold.
The case tested a half-century-old Supreme 

Court decision that allows people to sue federal 
officials for constitutional violations. Over the 
years, the courts have made it harder to bring 
claims, known as Bivens actions after the name 
of the high court case.

Ginsburg wrote that "it is all too apparent 
that to redress injuries like the one suffered 
here, it is Bivens or nothing. I resist the conclu-
sion that 'nothing' is the answer required in 
this case."

Justice Clarence Thomas, who was part of 
the court majority, said he would get rid of 
Bivens lawsuits altogether. Justice Neil Gorsuch 
joined Thomas' separate opinion.

Alito noted that the Justice Department 
and the parents disagreed about the sequence 
of events that led to Sergio's death. But there 
is no question that Mesa was standing on the 
U.S. side of the border when he fired into 
Mexico and killed him with a gunshot wound 
to the face.

The family said Sergio was playing a game 
with friends on a June evening, running 
through a culvert and over the border, touch-
ing it, and running back. Mesa rode up on a 
bicycle, took Sergio's friend into custody, then 
fired across the border.

The Justice Department said Mesa was try-
ing to stop "smugglers attempting an illegal 
border crossing" and fired his gun after he 
came under a barrage of rocks. Mesa said in 
court filings that Sergio was among the rock 
throwers. Video footage of the incident seems 
to dispute that.

U.S. officials chose not to prosecute Mesa, 
and the Obama administration refused a 
request to extradite him so that he could face 
criminal charges in Mexico. When the parents 
of the boy tried to sue Mesa, federal judges 
dismissed their claims.

The Border Patrol drastically changed its use 
of force policies in the years after the shooting, 
following several complaints of excessive force. 
There were 15 instances where officers and 
agents used firearms during the budget year 
2018, down from a high of 55 reported during 
the 2012 budget year.

But Lee Gelernt, the American Civil Liber-
ties Union lawyer who argued on the parents' 
behalf, said, "The gravity of this ruling could 
not be clearer given the Trump administra-
tion's militarized rhetoric and policies targeting 
people at the border. Border agents should not 
have immunity to fatally shoot Mexican teenag-
ers on the other side of the border fence. The 
Constitution does not stop at the border."
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