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WOMAN SEEKS $1.5M IN 
DAMAGES FROM NEO-
NAZI WEBSITE FOUNDER
 By Michael Kunzelman  |  Associated Press  

The first black woman to serve as American University's student 
government president is seeking more than $1.5 million in 
court-ordered damages against a neo-Nazi website operator who 
orchestrated an online harassment campaign against her.

In a court filing Monday, Taylor Dumpson's attorneys asked a 
federal judge in Washington for a default judgment against The 
Daily Stormer founder Andrew Anglin and a follower accused of 
racially harassing Dumpson on Twitter. Dumpson sued Anglin 
and the internet troll last April, but neither responded.

Dumpson seeks a total of more than $1.8 million in dam-
ages, fees and costs, including $1.5 million in punitive damages 
against Anglin and his company, Moonbase Holdings LLC.

Anglin didn't immediately respond to an email seeking com-
ment on Dumpson's request.

Anglin's website takes its name from Der Stürmer, a newspa-
per that published Nazi propaganda in Nazi-era Germany, and 
includes sections called "Jewish Problem" and "Race War." For 
months, the site struggled to stay online after Anglin published 
a post mocking the woman killed by a man who plowed his car 
into a crowd of counterprotesters at a white nationalist rally in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017.

Anglin also faces possible default judgments in two separate 
lawsuits filed by other targets of his online trolling campaigns, 
a Muslim-American radio host and a Jewish real estate agent in 
Montana.

In February, attorneys for SiriusXM Radio show host Dean 
Obeidallah asked a federal court in Ohio to award him more 
than $1 million in damages for his claims that Anglin falsely 
accused him of terrorism.

Anglin hasn't responded to Obeidallah's suit, but he hired 
attorneys to defend him against a federal lawsuit that Tanya 
Gersh filed against him over a "troll storm" he unleashed against 
her family.

A federal magistrate ruled Anglin must be present in the 
U.S. for a deposition by Gersh's attorneys from the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. Anglin says he lives abroad and claims it's 
too dangerous for him to travel to the U.S. In an order last week, 
the magistrate warned Anglin that he faces a default judgment 
against him if he fails to appear for a deposition scheduled for 
this week.

In December, Dumpson reached a settlement with a third 
person she sued, Oregon resident Evan James McCarty. He post-
ed on Twitter under the pseudonym "Byron de la Vandal," an 

apparent reference to Byron De La Beckwith, who assassinated 
civil rights leader Medgar Evers in 1963. The settlement agree-
ment required McCarty to get "anti-hate training," apologize in 
writing and on video and publicly renounce white supremacy.

Anglin and the other remaining defendant, Brian Andrew 
Ade, weren't involved in the settlement.

A day after Dumpson's May 2017 inauguration as student 
government president, someone hung bananas with hateful 
messages from nooses on the university's campus. Authorities 
investigated but didn't identify any suspects. Anglin posted an 
article about the incident, including links to Dumpson's Face-
book page and the American University Student Government's 
Twitter page.

"In the article, Anglin targeted Ms. Dumpson using racist 
language and directed his followers to 'troll storm' Ms. Dumpson 
by harassing her via social media," her lawyers wrote in Monday's 
filing.

Dumpson says Anglin's article led to a barrage of threatening 
and harassing messages that caused her severe mental and physi-
cal trauma and left her fearing for her safety.

"Some days she was unable to carry on a conversation without 
having an anxiety attack, get out of bed and eat a proper meal, or 
do anything other than stare at the ceiling," her attorney wrote.

Dumpson, now a law school student, is represented by 
attorneys from the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under 
Law. Her suit accuses the defendants of violating the District of 
Columbia Human Rights Act of 1977 and the D.C. Bias-Related 
Crimes Act of 1989.

Her lawyers are asking the court to award $124,022 in attor-
neys' fees and costs. They're also seeking $100,000 in punitive 
damages against Ade and $101,429 in compensatory damages 
against Ade, Anglin and his company.

Kristen Clarke, the Washington-based civil rights group's 
president and executive director, said these judgments can serve 
as a deterrent and send a message to other white supremacists 
that they will be held accountable for their actions.

"We see no reason to tread lightly here," Clarke said Tuesday. 
"We have a client who suffered immensely due to the defen-
dant's conduct."

IT SEEMS LIKE ALZHEIMER'S BUT 
PEEK INTO BRAIN SHOWS A MIMIC
    By Lauran Neergaard   |  Associated Press    

 Some people told they have Alzheimer's may instead have a 
newly identified mimic of the disease — and scientists say even 
though neither is yet curable, it's critical to get better at telling 
different kinds of dementia apart.

Too often, the word dementia is used interchangeably with 
Alzheimer's when there are multiple types of brain degeneration 
that can harm people's memory and thinking skills.

"Not everything that looks like Alzheimer's disease is Alzheim-
er's disease," said Dr. Julie Schneider, a neuropathologist at 
Rush University Medical Center in Chicago. And among all the 
known dementias, this newly identified kind "is the most strik-
ing mimic of Alzheimer's," she added.

It's not clear how many people have this particular type, 
which an international team of scientists defined Tuesday in 
the journal Brain. But there could be a sizeable number, said 
Dr. Peter Nelson of the University of Kentucky, the paper's lead 
author.

The dementia was dubbed "LATE," an acronym chosen in 
part because the oldest seniors seem at greatest risk.

Here's a look at various dementias in the confusing Alzheim-
er's-or-not mix:

SCIENTISTS STUMBLED ONTO NEWEST DISORDER
Alzheimer's is the most common form of dementia, and 

autopsies have long found its telltale signs in the brain: sticky 
plaque from an abnormal buildup of amyloid protein, and tan-
gles of another protein named tau. Only recently have scientists 
developed special, pricey scans that can measure that buildup 
in living brains.

Then studies with those scans found about a third of people 
with Alzheimer's symptoms lack amyloid buildup — ruling out 
Alzheimer's, said Schneider, senior author of Tuesday's paper. 
What else could cause their dementia?

ANOTHER TOXIC PROTEIN FOUND
It turns out another protein, named TDP-43, also can run 

amok in the brain. Scientists knew it plays a role in a completely 
different disorder, Lou Gehrig's disease. Then, they linked TDP-
43 buildup to severe shrinking of the hippocampus, a brain 
region key for learning and memory.

Nelson said about a quarter of people over age 85 have 
enough abnormal TDP-43 to affect their memory or thinking 
abilities. For now, it takes an autopsy to spot — the symptoms 
seem like Alzheimer's until a specialist can peer inside the brain.

"What is now clear is that a lot of dementia is caused by glop-
py proteins. We used to think it was just two gloppy proteins, 
amyloid and tau," Nelson said.

The next step: Finding better ways to measure abnormal 
TDP-43 and diagnose LATE. (It stands for an unwieldy scientific 
name — Limbic-predominant Age-related TDP-43 Encephalopa-
thy.)

"Our ultimate goal is to test people hopefully in a very nonin-
vasive way," said National Institute on Aging dementia specialist 
Nina Silverberg. That's key to eventually developing treatments.

OTHER CULPRITS ALSO ARE OVERLOOKED
— Strokes, sometimes small "silent" ones, can trigger what's 

called vascular dementia, something scientists at the National 
Institutes of Health think might be prevented with better blood 
pressure control.

— Lewy body dementia, named for clumps of still another 
abnormal protein, can cause Alzheimer's-like symptoms along 
with movement and other problems.

— Frontotemporal dementia often triggers changes in person-
ality and tends to strike at a younger age than Alzheimer's, yet 
can still be misdiagnosed.

Many older patients probably have "mixed dementia," several 
brain changes that combine to cause trouble, Dr. Walter Koro-
shetz, head of NIH's National Institute of Neurological Disor-
ders and Stroke, told a recent meeting about non-Alzheimer's 
dementias.

Tuesday's paper about TDP-43-caused disease adds to the 
complexity, said Alzheimer's Association chief science officer 
Maria Carrillo, who wasn't involved with the new research.

"We must learn more about each contributing cause of 
dementia so we can understand how these changes begin and 
interact and co-occur, and how to best diagnose, treat and pre-
vent them," she said.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO TELL ONE DEMENTIA 
FROM ANOTHER?

Current treatments for Alzheimer's and other dementias 
temporarily ease symptoms. But there are other reasons for a 
precise diagnosis. A list of medications common for seniors can 
harm people with Lewy body dementia, for example. Knowing 
the specifics also can help people plan care, as some types of 
dementia worsen faster than others.

And it's critical for developing better dementia treatments. 
Testing a treatment that targets, say, the tau tangles or amyloid 
plaques of Alzheimer's won't stand a chance if patients who only 
have TDP-43 are allowed into the study.

"If you have a dementia percolating in your brain, the only 
hope we have right now is to participate in a clinical trial to try 
to stop it," Nelson said.
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