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FISH IN RIVER THAT FAMOUSLY 
CAUGHT FIRE NOW OK'D FOR DINNER
 By Julie Carr Smyth |  Associated Press  

Fish in the Cuyahoga River, which became synonymous with pollution 
when it caught fire in Cleveland in 1969, are now safe to eat, federal 
environmental regulators say.

The easing of fish consumption restrictions on the Cuyahoga was 
lauded Monday by Republican Gov. Mike DeWine as an important step 
toward ultimately delisting the river altogether as an area of concern. 
Seven impairments remain to be addressed before that can happen.

"This is an example of the progress that can be achieved when you col-
laborate and dedicate resources to improving the quality of water in our 
state," DeWine said in a statement. "We need to continue to invest in our 
water resources so that we can see additional improvements."

The announcement came as DeWine is pushing a state budget that 
includes nearly $1 billion for water quality projects aimed at cleaning up 
toxic algae in Lake Erie and protecting other lakes and rivers in the state.

The Cuyahoga River was already one of the most polluted rivers in the 
country at the time of the fire on June 22, 1969, close to where the river 
empties into Lake Erie, according to the Ohio History Connection. The 
fire was neither the first nor the worst the river had experienced.

But the 1969 fire on the river, where industrial waste and sewage were 

regularly dumped, drew national media attention that made it an instant 
poster child for water pollution at a time when the country was becom-
ing more environmentally aware.

"As we approach the 50th anniversary of the most infamous Cuyahoga 
River fire, we reflect on the progress that has been made," said Kyle 
Dreyfuss-Wells, CEO of the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, whose creation was 
inspired by the Cuyahoga River fire, gave the thumbs-up to easing the 
fish consumption restrictions.

Regional administrator Cathy Stepp called it "a huge step" in the 
agency's work to improve water quality.

The U.S. EPA agreed with Ohio EPA's recommendation that restric-
tions on fish consumption be eased from Gorge Dam near Akron to 
Lake Erie in Cleveland. State regulators proposed the change last year 
judging by improvements observed through fish tissue sampling.

Ohio EPA Director Laurie Stevenson said in a statement, "If you safely 
can eat the fish, we know that's a great indication that water quality is 
improving."

HEAT RECORDS FALLING TWICE AS OFTEN AS COLD ONES
    By Seth Borenstein & Nicky Forster  |  Associated Press    

Over the past 20 years, Americans have been twice as likely to 
sweat through record-breaking heat rather than shiver through 
record-setting cold, a new Associated Press data analysis shows.

The AP looked at 424 weather stations throughout the Lower 
48 states that had consistent temperature records since 1920 and 
counted how many times daily hot temperature records were 
tied or broken and how many daily cold records were set. In a 
stable climate, the numbers should be roughly equal.

Since 1999, the ratio has been two warm records set or broken 
for every cold one. In 16 of the last 20 years, there have been 
more daily high temperature records than low.

The AP shared the data analysis with several climate and data 
scientists, who all said the conclusion was correct, consistent 
with scientific peer-reviewed literature and showed a clear sign 
of human-caused climate change. They pointed out that trends 
over decades are more robust than over single years.

The analysis stopped with data through 2018. However, the 
first two months of 2019 are showing twice as many cold records 
than hot ones. That's temporary and trends are over years and 
decades, not months, said National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration climate monitoring chief Deke Arndt.

"We are in a period of sustained and significant warming 
and — over the long run — will continue to explore and break 
the warm end of the spectrum much more than the cold end," 
Arndt said.

Former Weather Channel meteorologist Guy Walton, who 
has been studying hot and cold extreme records since 2000, said 
the trend is unmistakable.

"You are getting more extremes," Walton said. "Your chances 
for getting more dangerous extremes are going up with time."

No place has seen the trend more clearly than the Southern 
California city of Pasadena, where 7,203 days (more than 19 

years) went by between cold records being broken. On Feb. 
23, Pasadena set a low temperature record, its first since June 
5, 1999.

Vermont native Paul Wennberg felt it. He moved to Pasadena 
in 1998 just before the dearth of cold records.

"Even with the local cold we had this past month, it's very 
noticeable," said Wennberg, a California Institute of Technol-
ogy atmospheric sciences professor. "It's just been ever warmer."

In between the two cold record days, Pasadena set 145 hot 
records. That includes an all-time high of 113 degrees last year.

"Last year was unbelievable here," Wennberg said. "The tops 
of a lot of the hedges, they essentially melted."

Scientists often talked about human-caused global warming 
in terms of average temperatures, but that's not what costs 
money or sends people to the hospital. A study this month 
found that in just 22 states, about 36,000 people on average go 
to the hospital because of excessive summertime heat.

"The extremes affect our lives," Arndt said, adding that they 
are expensive, with hospital stays, rising energy bills and crop 
losses.

National Center for Atmospheric Research climate scientist 
Gerald Meehl, who has published peer-reviewed papers on the 
rising hot-to-cold ratio, said people pay more attention to cli-
mate when records are broken.

The AP counted daily records across 424 stations starting in 
1920 and ending in 2018. The AP only considered daily — not 
all-time — high maximum temperatures and low minimum 
temperatures and only used stations with minimal missing data. 
Temperatures that tied previous records were counted in addi-
tion to temperatures that broke previous records.

More typical than Pasadena is Wooster, Ohio. From 1999 on, 
Wooster saw 106 high temperature records set or broken and 51 

cold ones. In the previous eight decades, the ratio was slightly 
colder than one to one.

At MW Robinson Co., people are lining up for air condition-
ing installation as the climate seems to get have been getting 
hotter over the years, said Lori Bowersock, who coordinates the 
firm's HVAC installations.

"It's more and more every year," Bowersock said. "Usually we 
don't have them lined up like this."

The AP's other findings:
— Since Jan. 1, 1999, just under half the stations had at least 

twice as many hot records set than cold ones, including Wooster.
— In all, 87 percent of the weather stations had more hot 

records than cold since 1999. There have been 42 weather sta-
tions that have at least five hot records for every cold one since 
1999, with 11 where the hot-to-cold ratio is 10-to-1 or higher, 
including Pasadena.

— All nine of NOAA's climate regions have seen more hot 
records set than cold ones since 1999, with the West, Southwest 
and Northeast having a 3-to-1 ratio.

— All four seasons have had more hot records broken than 
cold for the same time period.

— Most decades in the 20th century had close to an even ratio 
of hot to cold. The 1930s, driven by Dust Bowl summers, had 
about 1.4 hot records for every cold. The 1960s and 1970s had 
about 1.5 cold records for every hot.  The 21st century has a 
1.9-to-1 hot-to-cold ratio.

"As a measure of climate change, the dailies (temperature 
records) will tell you more about what's happening," said climate 
scientist Chris Field of Stanford. "The impacts of climate change 
almost always come packaged in extremes."
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