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BILL COSBY SEX ASSAULT VERDICT 
UPHELD; SPOKESMAN LASHES OUT
   By Maryclaire Dale  |  The Associated Press    

Bill Cosby lost his bid to overturn his sexual assault conviction 
Tuesday, as an appeals court upheld the verdict in the first celeb-
rity trial of the #MeToo era.

In its ruling, the Superior Court affirmed the right of pros-
ecutors to call other accusers to bolster their case — the same 
issue fought over in movie mogul Harvey Weinstein's sexual 
assault trial, now set for Jan. 6.

"This decision is a reminder that no one is above the law," 
Andrea Constand, the victim in Cosby's case, said in a text mes-
sage to The Associated Press on Tuesday.

Cosby's lawyers had complained that the judge had let five 
women testify at last year's retrial in suburban Philadelphia, 
although he had let just one woman testify at the first trial in 
2017.

But the Superior Court said their testimony was evidence of 
Cosby's "unique sexual assault playbook" and undermined any 
claim that he "was unaware of or mistaken about victim's failure 
to consent."

The prosecutor who took the case to trial praised Constand 
for inspiring other victims to come forward against powerful 
men. She went to police long before the #MeToo movement saw 
prominent men in entertainment, business, media and other 
fields brought down over their treatment of women.

"She came to law enforcement almost 15 years ago seeking 
justice for what was done to her," Montgomery County Dis-
trict Attorney Kevin Steele said Tuesday. "The world is forever 
changed because of Andrea's bravery."

Lawyers for Cosby had argued eight issues on appeal. They 
challenged the judge's decision to air Cosby's damaging deposi-
tion testimony from a related lawsuit; said he had a binding 
promise from a former prosecutor that he would never be 
charged; and said a juror had prejudged Cosby's guilt.

The appeals court rejected those arguments and also upheld 
his classification as a sexually violent predator subject to lifetime 

supervision.
Cosby, 82, can now ask the state Supreme Court to con-

sider his appeal. He recently said he is prepared to serve the 
full 10-year sentence rather than express remorse to the parole 
board.

The long-married Cosby, once beloved as "America's Dad" for 
his TV role as Dr. Cliff Huxtable on the hugely popular sitcom 
"The Cosby Show," has acknowledged having sexual contact 
with a string of younger women. Many of them went to him for 
career advice and then took alcohol or pills he offered.

In response to the court ruling, a spokesman for the actor 
repeated the attacks that Cosby's wife and handlers have long 
made on the judicial system. Cosby has called himself a political 
prisoner in the mold of Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther 
King Jr.

"This isn't about justice," spokesman Andrew Wyatt said 
Tuesday in a statement. "This is a political scheme to destroy 
America's Dad."

Cosby maintains his innocence, he said, and still hopes to 
prevail at the state Supreme Court.

Cosby has been serving a three- to 10-year sentence at a 
maximum-security state prison not far from his estate in subur-
ban Philadelphia, where the 2004 encounter, which he says he 
deemed consensual, took place. 

He was arrested a decade later, after a federal judge unsealed 
portions of the deposition at the request of the AP and new 
prosecutors reopened the criminal case. In the deposition, 
Cosby acknowledged getting quaaludes in the 1970s to give to 
women before sex.

Judge Steven O'Neill's decision to let the other accusers testify 
came after more than 60 women accused Cosby of sexual mis-
conduct. Prosecutors asked to call 19 of them. Superior Court 
Judge John Bender, who wrote the 94-page opinion, focused on 
the issue when the appeal was argued in August.

"The reality of it is, he gives them drugs and then he sexually 
assaults them. And in four out of the five, those were in mentor 
situations," Bender said, challenging the defense.

Kristen L. Weisenberger, representing Cosby, said one of the 
women wasn't even sure she was sexually assaulted. However, the 
panel concluded Tuesday, that's how Cosby planned it.

O'Neill had allowed just one other accuser at Cosby's first trial 
in 2017, when the jury deadlocked. 

The defense has long suggested that many of the accusers were 
gold diggers seeking money or fame. 

Cosby agreed to pay Constand about $3.4 million to settle the 
lawsuit she filed after a prosecutor failed to arrest Cosby when 
she went to police in 2005. His insurance company, following 
his conviction, settled at least nine other defamation lawsuits 
filed by accusers for undisclosed sums.

Constand, a former Temple University women's basketball 
team manager who now lives in Toronto, thanked Steele for 
fighting "tirelessly throughout two trials and the appeals process" 
for her. 

A professional basketball player-turned-massage therapist, she 
is launching a foundation to help other sexual assault victims 
with their healing. She is also starting to work with law enforce-
ment groups to help them understand the process that victims 
go through.

Lawyer Gloria Allred, who represented several of the other 
Cosby accusers who testified, said they helped show "that Mr. 
Cosby knew when he drugged Andrea Constand that she also 
had no power to consent."

The AP does not typically identify sexual assault victims with-
out their permission, which Constand has granted.

COLORADO INITIATIVE WOULD OK 
REINTRODUCING THE GRAY WOLF
 By James Anderson  |  The Associated Press  

Wildlife activists want Colorado voters to 
decide next year if the endangered gray wolf 
should be reintroduced in the state decades 
after it was hunted to near-extinction.

Backers of a ballot initiative delivered thou-
sands of voter signatures on Tuesday to the 
secretary of state's office in hopes of getting 
their proposal on the 2020 ballot. 

Officials have 30 days to determine if enough 
signatures are valid to qualify the initiative. 

The gray wolf has been successfully restored 
in a number of U.S. states but disappeared in 
Colorado in the 1940s. Colorado ranchers and 
other interests strongly oppose the initiative, 
saying it would threaten livestock. 

Rob Edward of the Rocky Mountain Wolf 
Action Fund, which is campaigning for the 
plan, told reporters that Colorado voters would 
have the opportunity to decide for themselves 
to restore the wolf, as opposed to restoration 
efforts in other states directed by federal wild-
life officials. 

Edward said the initiative would restore an 
ecological balance reaching beyond Colorado 
by complementing wolf repopulation efforts 
in neighboring Rocky Mountain states such as 
Wyoming, Montana and Idaho.

The initiative would direct the Colorado 

Parks and Wildlife Commission to develop a 
plan to reintroduce wolves on public land west 
of the Continental Divide before 2024.

It also calls for state-administered compen-
sation for ranchers and farmers who lose 
livestock to wolf predations — and hunting 
operations affected by the possible loss of elk 
and moose.

Edward said supporters, including the non-
profit Center for Biological Diversity, envision 
a population of some 250 wolves down the 
road after an initial reintroduction of about 10 
wolves per year.

An interest group called Stop the Wolf sent 
a fund-raising email to its supporters lambast-
ing what it calls "ballot box biology" paid for by 
"rich, out-of-state, wolf extremists." It's collected 
resolutions from several Colorado counties 
declaring their opposition to the proposal.

The Colorado Farm Bureau, Colorado 
Cattlemen's Association and Colorado Wool 
Growers' Association have formed another 
issue committee to fight the initiative.

Gray wolves were native to Colorado but 
were hunted to near extinction by the 1940s. 
About 6,000 of the animals live in the North-
ern Rockies, Pacific Northwest and Western 
Great Lakes.
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