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WARRIORS, CAVALIERS SAY 
THEY’RE NOT GOING TO 
WHITE HOUSE

  By Tim Reynolds  |  Associated Press  

Stephen Curry and LeBron James spoke their minds last year. 
They have not changed their minds this year.

No matter whose team wins the NBA championship, neither 
superstar will be at the White House anytime soon.

On the day when the Philadelphia Eagles were supposed to 
be there to commemorate winning the Super Bowl — a visit that 
was canceled by President Donald Trump and had the White 
House accusing players who weren’t planning on attending of 
abandoning their fans — Curry and James were among those 
speaking out at the NBA Finals in support of the Eagles.

“I’m not surprised. It’s typical of him,” James, the Cleveland 
star, said of Trump’s decision to cancel. “I know no matter who 
wins this series, no one wants the invite anyway. So it won’t be 
Golden State or Cleveland going.”

On the eve of Game 3 of the Warriors-Cavaliers series, poli-
tics dominated the conversation.

Curry raised Trump’s ire last year when he said he wouldn’t 
go to the White House, prompting the President to disinvite 
him and the champion Golden State Warriors.

Curry said Tuesday that he spoke with a current Eagles 
player about the team’s decision-making process and how it went 
deeper than disagreeing with Trump policies and the ongoing 
issue of some NFL players choosing not to stand for the pregame 
playing of “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

“It’s an important conversation, but you can’t control what 
other people try to do, or try to control the narrative or things 
like that,” Curry said.

Curry said the team has been on the same page after his com-

ments last year and Trump’s subsequent revoking of the War-
riors’ invitation. “And every team that’s won a championship 
since then has gone through that.”

There has been clear tension between many star athletes and 
the current administration throughout the Trump presidency. 
Trump has often blasted the NFL players who have kneeled for 
the national anthem, a protest that started in 2016 when San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick did so to protest 
racism and more specifically the killing of black men by police.

Trump said the Eagles’ event was called off because some of 
their players “disagree with their President because he insists 
that they proudly stand for the National Anthem, hand on 
heart, in honor of the great men and women of our military and 
the people of our country.”

No Eagles players kneeled during the anthem last season.
“Instead the decision was made to lie, and paint the picture 

that these players are anti-America, anti-flag and anti-military,” 
the Eagles’ Malcolm Jenkins wrote in a statement posted to 
social media Tuesday .

The WNBA champion Minnesota Lynx haven’t been invited 
to celebrate their most recent title, something James called 
“laughable.” Villanova, the reigning NCAA men’s champion, 
has not revealed if an invitation was sent. Many members of 
the U.S. Olympic Team that competed earlier this year in South 
Korea did not attend a White House reception.

Hockey’s Pittsburgh Penguins and baseball’s Houston Astros 
have accepted invitations to the White House for the traditional 
meeting with the President in recent months, as have several col-

lege teams. When the New England Patriots went last year, half 
the team chose not to attend.

The Warriors, in lieu of going to the White House, spent 
that day taking a group of children to the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture a few miles away.

“I think the President has made it pretty clear he’s going to 
try to divide us, all of us in this country, for political gain,” said 
Golden State coach Steve Kerr, who has often criticized Trump 
and his policies. “So it’s just the way it is. I think we all look 
forward to the day when we can go back to just having a celebra-
tion of athletic achievement and celebrate Americans for their 
achievement, their good deeds.”

Kerr also lauded the Eagles for being what he called “fantastic 
citizens in their own community.”

“It will be nice when we can just get back to normal in three 
years,” Kerr said.

The overwhelming issue surrounding the Eagles’ planned 
visit was that most of the team was not going to attend, and 
that was a major factor in Trump deciding to pull the invitation.

“What else do you expect Trump to do?” Golden State’s 
Kevin Durant said. “When somebody says they don’t want to 
come to the White House, he disinvites them. So the photo op 
don’t look bad. We get it at this point. But it’s good that guys 
are sticking to what they believe in and what they want to do. 
Like guys said before me, I’m sure whoever wins this series won’t 
be going.”

TRUMP COULD FACE QUESTIONING 
BY NEXT YEAR IN DEFAMATION SUIT
   By Jennifer Peltz  |  Associated Press  

A judge set deadlines that could make President Donald Trump answer 
questions under oath by early next year in a former “Apprentice” con-
testant’s defamation suit, while Trump’s lawyers pushed back Tuesday 
on demands for information on his campaign’s discussions about other 
women who also accused him of sexual misconduct.

Trump’s legal team continues to try to get Summer Zervos’ defamation 
lawsuit dismissed or delayed until after his presidency. But at least for 
now, it’s moving into an information-gathering phase that could involve 
key disclosures — and put both Trump and Zervos under questioning by 
each other’s lawyers.

Zervos accuses Trump of slurring her by calling her a liar. Already, her 
lawyers have issued subpoenas seeking a range of information, including 
any records concerning his 2016 campaign’s responses to Zervos’ and 
other women’s accusations of inappropriate sexual behavior. Trump has 
vehemently denied them all as made-up.

At a court hearing Tuesday, Trump lawyer Marc Kasowitz said the 
campaign shouldn’t have to turn over any material about other women.

It’s “irrelevant,” he said.
Not so, said Zervos’ attorney, Mariann Wang.
“It’s a defamation case, so we are required to prove the falsity of the 

statements, and his statements include statements about other women,” 
she said outside court.

Manhattan state Supreme Court Justice Jennifer Schecter didn’t settle 
that dispute Tuesday but began setting various deadlines, including Jan. 
31 for any depositions of Trump and Zervos. Lawyers for each have indi-
cated they want to depose the other’s client.

If they do, each side will have up to seven hours.
Presidential depositions have a memorable history: During a 1998 

deposition in a sexual harassment case filed by Paula Jones, then-Presi-
dent Bill Clinton denied a sexual relationship with White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky. Clinton’s denial eventually led to his impeachment by 
the House of Representatives for perjury and obstruction of justice; the 
Senate ultimately acquitted him.

Despite the deadline, it’s too soon to say for sure when Trump might 
have to submit to questioning. His lawyers plan to argue to a state 
appeals court this fall that a sitting president can’t be sued in a state 
court, and Kasowitz indicated Tuesday that the question could end up at 

the U.S. Supreme Court.
He also said Trump might seek extensions on various case deadlines 

because of the “significant attendant duties” of the presidency.
Zervos, a California restaurateur, appeared in 2006 on Trump’s 

former reality show, “The Apprentice.” She says he subjected her to 
unwanted kissing and groping when she sought career advice in 2007.

She was among more than a dozen women who came forward late in 
the 2016 presidential campaign to say that Trump had sexually harassed 
or assaulted them.

The Republican denied all the claims, saying they were “100 percent 
fabricated” and “totally false” and his accusers were “liars.” He specifi-
cally contested Zervos’ allegations in a statement and retweeted a message 
that included her photo and described her claims as a “hoax.”

Zervos says his words hurt her reputation, harmed her business and 
led to threats against her. She is seeking a retraction, an apology and 
compensatory and punitive damages.

Trump’s attorneys have said his statements were true, and also that 
his remarks were “non-defamatory opinions” that came amid the heated 
public debate of a national political campaign.

Besides the campaign records, Zervos’ lawyers have subpoenaed other 
information including any “Apprentice” material that features Trump 
talking about Zervos or discussing other female contestants in a sexual 
or inappropriate way.

Trump’s lawyers, meanwhile, are seeking a court order to keep some 
documents and information private. The details are yet to be worked out.

Such confidentiality agreements, meant to facilitate the exchange 
of information between opposing sides, aren’t uncommon. Wang said 
Trump’s lawyers initially signaled they wanted to seal a swath of filings 
in the case, but Kasowitz said Tuesday they would narrow their request.

But Kasowitz said they are mindful of media interest and might seek 
additional protections if it “intrudes on the interests and rights of the 
litigants or looks like it would impair the ability to have a fair trial.”
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