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POLICE KILLING EXPOSES ANGER, 
FEAR OF CHINESE IN FRANCE
  By Thomas Adamson & Chris Den Hond    Associated Press  

Chinese immigrants and China’s government are protesting 
a police killing in Paris that prompted violent street clashes 
and exposed the fears and frustrations of France’s large Asian 
community.

Protesters gathered Tuesday in northeast Paris for a second 
day of demonstrations over the fatal shooting of a Chinese man 
in his apartment, and police launched an internal investigation 
into a death that took on diplomatic implications.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said 
China had summoned a representative of the French embassy 
in Beijing Tuesday and urged French officials to “get to the 
bottom of the incident as soon as possible.”

Chinese authorities “hope that Chinese nationals in France 
can express their wishes and demands in a reasonable way,” 
Hua said.

Residents and police gave conflicting accounts of what hap-
pened before the man was shot to death by police on Sunday 
evening.

Police said an officer fired in self-defense during a raid after 
the man wounded an officer with a “bladed weapon.” Rumors 
circulated among Chinese immigrants that 56-year-old he was 
56-year-old Shaoyo Liu was in front of his children while cut-
ting up fish with scissors and had not hurt anyone.

Protesters outraged by the killing and baton-wielding police 
clashed for several hours on Monday night. Three police offi-
cers were injured and 35 protesters arrested, authorities said 
Tuesday.

With chants of “murderers” and candles that spelled “oppo-
sition to violence” lining the road, scores of demonstrators 
broke down barricades, threw projectiles and set fire to cars.

Authorities said 26 demonstrators were held for participat-
ing in a group planning violence, six for throwing projectiles, 
and three others for violence against police that saw a police car 
damaged by arson.

Witnesses said that one man of Chinese origin was injured 
in the clashes, according to China’s state-run Xinhua News 
Agency.

France’s Foreign Ministry responded Tuesday by calling the 
security of Chinese in France “a priority.”

The ministry confirmed that an inquiry has started to shed 
light on the circumstances of the shooting.

The move did not calm some 100 people from Paris’ Asian 
community who gathered at the police station on Tuesday 
afternoon, including families and friends of people detained 
the night before.

“Justice must be done, the killer must be punished!” the 
protesters shouted.

A meeting of the Chinese community in Paris was planned 
to discuss possible further actions.

France is home to Europe’s largest population of ethnic Chi-
nese, a community that routinely accuses police of not doing 
enough to protect it from racism.

In September, 15,000 people rallied in the French capital to 
urge an end to violence against the Asian community after the 
beating death of Chinese tailor Chaolin Zhangh called atten-
tion to ethnic tensions in Paris immigrant suburbs. The victim’s 
lawyer said the August 2016 attack was ethnically motivated.

“Chinese are victims of racist attitudes in France, especially 
from other ethnic groups,” Pierre Picquart, an expert on China 
at the University of Paris VIII, said. “They are targets for crime 

because they often carry cash and many don’t have residence 
permits, so can be threatened easily. They’re angry with police 
for not protecting them enough.”

“Chinese people do not like to protest or express themselves 
publicly, so when we see them like this, it means they are very, 
very angry. They’ve had enough of discrimination,” Picquart 
added.

He estimated that there are 2 million people of Chinese 
origin living in France, a country with a population of about 
66 million.

The recent killing and clashes came after thousands of 
people marched in Paris to condemn the alleged rape in Febru-
ary of a young black man by police.

The alleged incident in the Paris suburb of Aulnay-sous-Bois 
turned the 22-year-old, identified only as Theo, into a symbol 
for minorities standing up to police violence.

TODAY IN HISTORY
     Associated Press  

Today is Wednesday, March 29, the 88th day of 
2017. There are 277 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in History:
On March 29, 1867, Britain’s Parliament 

passed, and Queen Victoria signed, the British 
North America Act creating the Dominion of 
Canada, which came into being the following 
July.

On this date:
In 1638, Swedish colonists settled in present-

day Delaware.

In 1792, Sweden’s King Gustav III died, 
nearly two weeks after he had been shot and 
mortally wounded by an assassin during a mas-
querade party.

In 1912, British explorer Robert Falcon 
Scott, his doomed expedition stranded in an 
Antarctic blizzard after failing to be the first 
to reach the South Pole, wrote the last words 
of his journal: “For Gods sake look after our 
people.”

In 1936, German Chancellor Adolf Hitler 
claimed overwhelming victory in a plebiscite 
on his policies.

In 1943, World War II rationing of meat, 
fats and cheese began.

In 1951, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were 
convicted in New York of conspiracy to com-
mit espionage for the Soviet Union. (They were 
executed in June 1953.) The Rodgers and Ham-
merstein musical “The King and I” opened on 
Broadway.

In 1962, Jack Paar hosted NBC’s “Tonight” 
show for the final time. (Johnny Carson 
debuted as host the following October.)

In 1971, Army Lt. William L. Calley Jr. was 
convicted of murdering 22 Vietnamese civilians 

in the My Lai (mee ly) massacre. (Calley ended 
up serving three years under house arrest.) A 
jury in Los Angeles recommended the death 
penalty for Charles Manson and three female 
followers for the 1969 Tate-La Bianca murders. 
(The sentences were later commuted.)

In 1973, the last United States combat 
troops left South Vietnam, ending America’s 
direct military involvement in the Vietnam 
War.

In 1984, under cover of early morning dark-
ness, the Baltimore Colts football team left 
its home city of three decades and moved to 
Indianapolis.

In 1992, Democratic presidential front-run-
ner Bill Clinton acknowledged experimenting 
with marijuana “a time or two” while attending 
Oxford University, adding, “I didn’t inhale and 
I didn’t try it again.”

Ten years ago: A defiant, Democratic-con-
trolled Senate approved, 51-47, legislation call-
ing for the withdrawal of U.S. combat troops 
from Iraq within a year (however, supporters of 
the bill were unable to muster enough votes to 
override a promised veto by President George 
W. Bush). Veteran diplomat Ryan Crocker was 
sworn in as the new U.S. ambassador to Iraq. 
West Virginia beat Clemson, 78-73, for its first 
NIT title in 65 years.

Five years ago: A divided House approved, 
228-191, a $3.6 trillion Republican budget 
recasting Medicare and imposing sweeping cuts 
in domestic programs. Stanford routed Min-
nesota 75-51 to win the NIT title.

One year ago: In the clearest sign yet of 
the impact of Justice Antonin Scalia’s death, 
labor unions won, on a tie vote, a high-profile 
Supreme Court dispute they had seemed all 
but certain to lose. President Barack Obama 
told the National Rx Drug Abuse & Heroin 

Summit in Atlanta that opioid abuse needed 
to be a higher-priority issue for the federal 
government. A man described as “psychologi-
cally unstable” hijacked a flight from Egypt to 
Cyprus, threatening to blow it up; his explo-
sives turned out to be fake and he surrendered 
with all passengers released unharmed after 
a bizarre, six-hour standoff. Oscar-winning 
actress Patty Duke, 69, died in Coeur D’Alene, 
Idaho.

Today’s Birthdays: Author Judith Guest is 
81. Former British Prime Minister Sir John 
Major is 74. Comedian Eric Idle is 74. Compos-
er Vangelis is 74. Basketball Hall of Famer Walt 
Frazier is 72. Singer Bobby Kimball (Toto) is 
70. Actor Bud Cort is 69. Actor Brendan Glee-
son is 62. Actor Christopher Lawford is 62. 
Pro and College Football Hall of Famer Earl 
Campbell is 62. Actress Marina Sirtis is 62. 
International Gymnastics Hall of Famer Kurt 
Thomas is 61. Actor Christopher Lambert is 
60. Rock singer Perry Farrell (Porno for Pyros; 
Jane’s Addiction) is 58. Comedian-actress Amy 
Sedaris is 56. Model Elle Macpherson is 54. 
Movie director Michel Hazanavicius (mee-
SHEHL’ ah-zah-nah-VEE’-see-oos) is 50. Rock 
singer-musician John Popper (Blues Traveler) is 
50. Actress Lucy Lawless is 49. Country singer 
Regina Leigh (Regina Regina) is 49. Country 
singer Brady Seals is 48. Former White House 
Press Secretary Robert Gibbs is 46. CBS News 
correspondent Lara Logan is 46. Actor Sam 
Hazeldine is 45. International Tennis Hall 
of Famer Jennifer Capriati is 41. Actor Chris 
D’Elia is 37. Pop singer Kelly Sweet is 29.

Thought for Today: “To silence criticism is 
to silence freedom.” — Sidney Hook, American 
philosopher and author (1902-1989).

In 1790, the tenth president of the Unit-
ed States, John Tyler, was born in Charles 
City County, Virginia.
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