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VIRGINIA GOVERNOR PARDONS 
‘NORFOLK 4’ SAILORS
  By Alanna Durkin Richer    Associated Press  

Virginia’s governor pardoned four former sailors who became 
known as the “Norfolk Four,” ending a decades-long fight to 
clear the men of rape and murder convictions based on intimi-
dating police interrogations.

A spokesman for Democratic Gov. Terry McAuliffe told The 
Associated Press on Tuesday that the governor has granted 
absolute pardons for the men in the 1997 rape and killing of 
Michelle Moore-Bosko. DNA evidence linked another man, 
Omar Ballard, to the crimes. He said he was solely responsible 
and is serving a life sentence.

The “Norfolk Four” were stationed at the Navy base in 
Norfolk. Their case drew widespread attention when their 
innocence claims were backed by dozens of former FBI agents, 
ex-prosecutors and crime novelist John Grisham.

“These pardons close the final chapter on a grave injustice 
that has plagued these four men for nearly 20 years,” spokes-
man Brian Coy said in an email.

Three of the men — Danial Williams, Joseph Dick and Derek 
Tice — were granted conditional pardons in 2009 by then-Gov. 
Tim Kaine and released from prison because of doubts about 
their guilt, but their convictions remained on the books. The 
fourth man, Eric Wilson, who was convicted only of rape, had 
already been released.

Wilson failed to get his conviction overturned in court 
because he had already completed his sentence when he 
brought the challenge. Because Wilson is a convicted rapist, he 
was forced to register as a sex offender and barred from adopt-
ing his stepson.

A federal judge vacated Williams and Dick’s convictions 
in October, declaring that “no sane human being” could find 
them guilty. Tice had his convictions erased in 2009.

Attorneys for the men argued absolute pardons from the 
governor carried greater weight than court rulings and were 
essential to helping the men rebuild their lives and reputations. 

They had long said they confessed only after being intimidated 
by police.

Williams, who lived in the same apartment building as 
Moore-Bosko, has said he was told he would face a capital 
murder charge — punishable by death — if he didn’t confess. 
He said he caved because he wanted the 11-hour interrogation 
to be over.

“I just couldn’t take it anymore,” Williams said during an 
April 2015 hearing. “I couldn’t take being called a liar, the 
pressure.”

Dick also has said he was threatened with the death penalty.
The detective who questioned the men, Robert Glenn Ford, 

was convicted in 2011 of extortion and lying to the FBI in unre-
lated cases. He is serving 12 ½ years in prison for taking tens of 
thousands of dollars from drug dealers in exchange for getting 
them favorable treatment at sentencing.

‘NO MAN IS ABOVE THE LAW,’ TRUMP’S SUPREME COURT PICK SAYS
 By Erica Werner & Mark Sherman    Associated Press  

Supreme Court nominee Neil Gorsuch said 
Tuesday that “no man is above the law” when 
pressed on whether President Donald Trump 
could reinstitute torture as a U.S. interrogation 
method.

The exchange with Republican Sen. Lindsey 
Graham of South Carolina came on Day Two 
of Gorsuch’s confirmation hearing to fill the 
13-month vacancy on the Supreme Court.

Graham suggested Trump might be watching 
the hearing, and asked Gorsuch what would 
happen if the president tried to reinstate water-
boarding, the now-banned torture technique 
that Trump embraced on the campaign trail. 
Graham suggested that Trump “might get 
impeached” if he tried to do so.

“Senator, the impeachment power belongs 
to this body,” Gorsuch said, but when Graham 
followed up on whether Trump could be sub-
ject to prosecution, Gorsuch said: “No man is 
above the law, no man.”

It was one of several charged exchanges 
Tuesday as Gorsuch mostly batted away Demo-
crats’ efforts to get him to reveal his views on 
abortion, guns and other controversial issues, 
insisting he keeps “an open mind for the entire 
process” when he issues rulings. He answered 
friendly questions from majority Republicans 
in the same way as they tried to help him 
highlight his neutrality in face of Democratic 
attempts to link him to Trump, who nomi-
nated him.

Graham asked Gorsuch whether Trump 
had asked him to overturn Roe v. Wade, the 
case establishing a right to abortion, and what 
he would have done had Trump asked him to 
do so.

“Senator, I would have walked out the door,” 
Gorsuch replied. “That’s not what judges do.”

“My personal views, I tell you, Mr. Chair-
man, are over here. I leave those at home,” 
Gorsuch said in response to a question from 
Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grass-
ley of Iowa. And he gave versions of that same 
response numerous times to other senators.

As a long day of questioning wore on, sena-
tors and Gorsuch engaged in a routine well-
established in recent confirmation hearings, as 
the nominee resists all requests to say how he 
feels about Supreme Court decisions, even as 
he is asked about them again and again.

Questioned by Democratic Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein of California about the Supreme 
Court’s 2008 ruling affirming the right of peo-
ple to keep guns in their homes for self-defense 
— District of Columbia v. Heller — Gorsuch 
said, “Whatever is in Heller is the law and I 
follow the law. ... It’s not a matter of agreeing 
or disagreeing.”

On another contentious case, Gorsuch, who 
has spent 10 years on the 10th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Denver, defended his vote 
in favor of the ability of the Hobby Lobby craft 
stores to assert religious objections to paying 
for contraception for women covered under 
their health plans. He acknowledged it was 
a tough decision, which the Supreme Court 
ended up affirming, but he said the outcome 
was required under a federal religious freedom 
law.

Democrats repeatedly brought up yet anoth-
er case, in which Gorsuch ruled against a truck 
driver who was fired after he abandoned his 
truck when it broke down in freezing cold 

weather. There again, Gorsuch said his deci-
sion was guided by the law as written, but 
added that it was “one of those you take home 
at night.”

The hearing went forward with surprisingly 
little attention for a lifetime Supreme Court 
appointment, with plenty of empty seats in the 
hearing room and no protests.

Republicans are unanimously supporting 
Gorsuch, but Democrats made clear that they 
were in no mood to “rubber stamp a nominee 
selected by extreme interest groups and nomi-
nated by a president who lost the popular vote 
by nearly 3 million votes,” as Democratic Sen. 
Patrick Leahy of Vermont put it. Still, Demo-
crats are divided over how hard to fight the 
nomination, weighing opposition from liberal 
voters against Garland’s strong credentials.

Democrats also remain incensed over how 
Republicans treated former President Barack 
Obama’s nominee, Judge Merrick Garland, 
who was denied even a hearing last year after 
Antonin Scalia’s death created an opening on 
the high court. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell insisted that since a presidential 
campaign was underway it was the right of 
the next president to fill the opening, and his 
gamble paid off when Trump won the election 
and nominated Gorsuch, 49.

Many Republicans believe Gorsuch’s selec-
tion was the best move so far of Trump’s 
presidency and goes far to compensate for the 
president’s erratic behavior on other fronts. 
There are now just eight justices on the nine-
member high court.

In an interview with The Associated Press on 
Tuesday, McConnell dismissed “whining” and 

“crocodile tears” by Democrats over Garland, 
insisting they would have done the same in 
his position. With a Senate narrowly divided 
52-48 between Republicans and Democrats, 
McConnell would need eight Democrats to 
get Gorsuch over procedural hurdles to a final 
confirmation vote.

He said he remains hopeful of getting Demo-
cratic votes, but if they aren’t forthcoming 
he sounded prepared to move unilaterally to 
change Senate rules and confirm Gorsuch with 
a simple majority.

“If there aren’t 60 votes for a nominee like 
Neil Gorsuch it’s appropriate to ask the ques-
tion is there any nominee any Republican 
president could make that Democrats would 
approve,” McConnell said. “Gorsuch will be 
confirmed I just can’t tell you exactly how that 
will happen yet.”
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FILE - This June 26, 1998 file photo provided by the Norfolk Police Department via the Virginian-Pilot, shows Eric C. Wilson, one 
of the “Norfolk Four”, who was convicted of the rape of Michelle Moore-Bosko. On Tuesday, March 21, 2017, Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
pardoned the four former sailors. A spokesman for McAuliffe told The Associated Press on Tuesday that the governor has granted absolute 
pardons for the men. DNA evidence linked another man, Omar Ballard, to the crimes. He said he was solely responsible and is serving 
a life sentence. (AP Photo/Norfolk Police Department/The Viginian Pilot via AP, File)

FILE - This undated, combination file photo shows Derek Tice, from left, Danial Williams and Joseph Dick, who, along with Eric 
Wilson, were convicted in the 1997 rape and killing of Michelle Moore-Bosko. On Tuesday, March 21, 2017, Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
pardoned the four former sailors who became known as the “Norfolk Four.” A spokesman for McAuliffe told The Associated Press on 
Tuesday that the governor has granted absolute pardons for the men. DNA evidence linked another man, Omar Ballard, to the crimes. 
He said he was solely responsible and is serving a life sentence. (The Virginian-Pilot via AP, File)


