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ISRAEL STEPS UP BATTLE 
AGAINST BOYCOTT MOVEMENT 
  By Josef Federman    Associated Press  

Israel has stepped up its battle against outside supporters of an 
international boycott movement against the Jewish state with a 
new law that would bar entry to them.

The measure drew fierce criticism Tuesday from dovish activ-
ist groups who condemned it as the latest in a series of steps to 
silence critics. Officials, meanwhile, struggled to explain how it 
would be enforced.

The BDS movement advocates boycotts, divestment and 
sanctions against Israel in what its supporters say is a nonvio-
lent way to promote the Palestinian struggle for independence. 
It has urged businesses, artists and universities to sever ties with 
Israel and includes thousands of volunteers around the world.

But Israel says the campaign goes beyond Israel’s occupation 
of lands claimed by the Palestinians and masks a deeper aim of 
delegitimizing or even destroying the country.

The law, which was approved by the Knesset Monday night, 
does not apply to Israeli citizens or permanent residents. It 
states that no visa or residence permit will be given to anyone 
who “knowingly issued a public call to impose a boycott against 
the state of Israel or committed to participate in a boycott.”

It also includes who boycott Israeli settlements in the occu-
pied West Bank — a position that is supported by many Israelis 
as well.

“This isn’t about someone who personally boycotts but a 
person who calls for boycott or who actively participates in 
a boycott,” said Betzalel Smotrich, a lawmaker from the pro-
settler Jewish Home party who sponsored the bill. “We can’t 
prevent that in the place he lives, but we should definitely not 
help him and let him into our country and allow him to use us 

as a base against us.”
Omar Barghouti, a founder of the boycott movement, called 

the measure an “Israeli regime own-goal par excellence.”
“It is not a requirement or a necessity for human rights 

defenders and groups supporting BDS to enter the country to 
do their work effectively,” he said. “If anything, banning them 
from entry will further motivate them to increase their work.”

Israel already is known to detain prominent BDS activists 
and sometimes deport them.

The new law would tighten those restrictions by increasing 
the Interior Ministry’s powers to block people from entering, 
said Sawsan Zaher, an attorney with Adalah, an advocacy group 
that promotes the rights of Israel’s Arab minority.

“It’s like tagging them, naming and shaming them and tell-
ing them directly you are not allowed in,” she said.

But more worrisome, she said the law could affect as many 
as 10,000 Palestinians who live as temporary residents inside 
Israel with spouses or other relatives who hold Israeli citizen-
ship. Under Israeli family unification law, these Palestinians 
can live in the country but not receive citizenship.

Zaher said it was to be expected that some people who are 
adversely affected by Israeli laws would be drawn to the boycott 
movement.

“We will have more spouses, more family members that will 
not be allowed to enter Israel based on their political affiliation. 
So we will have another threat to those families who are already 
under the threat of separation,” she said.

Americans for Peace Now, the U.S. branch of Israel’s anti-
settlement Peace Now group, called the law a “severe blow to 

Israeli democracy.”
The group said its opposition to settlements is rooted in its 

support for Israel. It believes that Israel’s continued occupation 
of land containing millions of Palestinians threatens the coun-
try’s Jewish and democratic character.

“It would be absurd for the government of Israel to block 
us from visiting the country we love and care so much about 
because we chose to express a legitimate view in a legitimate 
way,” the group’s president and chief executive, Debra DeLee, 
said in a statement.

Oded Feller, head of the legal department at the Association 
for Civil Rights in Israel, said it was unclear how the law will 
be enforced.

“We’ll find out in the next weeks and months to come. I 
believe if they suspect someone, they will ask to look through 
their Facebook account, telephone, things like this,” he said. 
He predicted the law will be challenged in court.

The Interior Ministry, which oversees immigration policy, 
said only that it was working to formulate regulations on how 
to implement the law.

The legislation follows a 2011 anti-BDS law that allows 
people to sue boycotters for damages.

Last year, Israel passed a law that increased regulation on 
rights groups that receive foreign funding. It also has taken aim 
at Israeli rights groups that criticize military and government 
policies overseas, and threatened to punish theater troupes that 
refused to perform in West Bank settlements.

BATTLE LOOMS OVER BILL COSBY’S 
TESTIMONY ON DRUGS AND SEX
 By Maryclaire Dale    Associated Press  

The next battle in the criminal case against 
Bill Cosby will be whether prosecutors can use 
his lurid deposition testimony about giving 
pills and alcohol to a string of women before 
sex — material that may be disallowed at his 
trial since the judge ruled most of the women 
themselves can’t testify.

Judge Steven O’Neill must resolve the seem-
ing conflict between two key pretrial rulings he 
made in recent months: One lets the deposi-
tion in, while the other excludes most of the 
accusers Cosby discusses.

The two sides will slug it out in briefs being 
filed in the coming weeks. The case is set for 
trial June 5 in suburban Philadelphia.

Cosby, 79, is accused of drugging and molest-
ing former Temple University employee Andrea 
Constand at his home in 2004. The TV star 
whose reputation as America’s Dad has been 
destroyed by a barrage of sexual assault allega-
tions could get 10 years in prison if convicted. 
He has said the sexual contact was consensual.

The comedian gave the damaging testimony 

more than a decade ago as part of a lawsuit 
filed against him by Constand, who later 
settled for an undisclosed sum.

Some veteran trial lawyers doubt prosecu-
tors can get in any of his testimony about 
other women, since that would amount to a 
backdoor way to bring in evidence the judge 
has blocked.

“It should all be excluded,” said Alan Tau-
ber, a defense attorney who faced a similar 
issue in a Philadelphia priest-abuse trial. Oth-
erwise, Tauber said, the ruling barring several 
other women from taking the stand would be 
rendered “entirely an academic gesture, with 
no meaning.”

If the material is excluded, the jury won’t 
hear Cosby admit giving quaaludes to a 19-year-
old he met in a hotel gift shop before having 
sex with her; describe giving three drinks to a 
teen actress at his New York townhouse during 
a supposed acting lesson before moving to the 
couch where, she says, he sought oral sex; or 
deny knowing a Las Vegas masseuse or a Sau-

salito, California, waitress who say they were 
drugged and attacked.

“I doubt if any of that comes in,” said David 
Rudovsky, a criminal lawyer and University of 
Pennsylvania law professor.

Prosecutors had hoped to call 13 other 
accusers to try to show Cosby had a pattern of 
drugging and molesting women that spanned 
50 years.

In a victory for Cosby that could prove even 
bigger at trial, O’Neill ruled last month that 
the jury can hear about only the most recent 
of those allegations, involving a woman who 
worked for Cosby’s agent at the William Morris 
Agency. She said Cosby drugged and sexually 
assaulted her during a lunch meeting in 1996.

Cosby was not asked about her in the deposi-
tion because she had not yet come forward.

However, the judge could still allow Cos-
by’s more general testimony about the use 
of quaaludes. In the deposition, Cosby said 
he obtained about seven prescriptions of the 
powerful sedative from his doctor in the 1970s.

“When you got the quaaludes, was it in your 
mind that you were going to use these quaalu-
des for young women that you wanted to have 
sex with?” Constand lawyer Dolores Troiani 
asked him.

“Yes,” Cosby replied.
Joseph Cammarata, the attorney for the 

accuser who met Cosby in the Las Vegas gift 
shop, said the quaalude testimony should be 
allowed because it’s not specific to his client or 
anyone else.

“He talks about his approach to sexual 
contact with women. His approach is, ‘I’ve 
got quaaludes that are not for my own use. ... 
I’m going to use them to have sex with young 
women.’ That’s pretty powerful, important 
admissions,” Cammarata said.

When Cosby was asked during the deposi-
tion if he had any quaaludes or similar drugs 
on hand when he met Constand, his lawyer 
intervened before the actor could answer.
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