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AT A COOL $250M, LA MEGA MAN-
SION IS PRICIEST LISTING IN US 
  By Amanda Lee Myers    Associated Press  

Call it lifestyles of the ultra-rich: A new mega mansion up for 
sale in Los Angeles’ exclusive Bel Air neighborhood comes with 
just about everything you could dream of.

And for $250 million, it ought to. The four-level, 
38,000-square-foot mansion is the most expensive home listed 
in the United States.

The passion project of developer and handbag tycoon Bruce 
Makowsky has 12 bedroom suites, 21 bathrooms, five bars, 
three gourmet kitchens, a spa and an 85-foot infinity swimming 
pool with stunning views of L.A. There’s also a 40-seat movie 
theater, a bowling alley, and a fleet of exotic and vintage cars 
worth $30 million.

The mansion was built on spec, or with no buyer in mind. 
According to Makowsky, only 3,000 people in the world could 
afford to buy it.

The Associated Press recently interviewed Makowsky inside 
the mansion. Here’s what he had to say about why he built it 
and who would spend $250 million on a house.

Q: Why did you build this house?
A: “After being on major mega yachts across the world and 

on beautiful private aircraft, it didn’t make sense to me people 
were spending $350 million on a boat, $100 million on a plane 
and they’re living in $20 million and $30 million homes ... The 
homes have not kept up with the toys. So my feeling is if you’re 
going to spend over 12 hours a day in your home it should be 
the most amazing experience in the world.”

Q: What is it like being inside the house?
A: “I would say it’s the eighth wonder of the world. I’ve had 

a couple people come in here and say it’s in the top seven — 
one of the other seven could go away ... Every single inch of 
this house is breathtaking. It’s a sensory overload. I’ve shown 
this house about 25 times now. People go in and use just about 
every adjective on half of the lower level. There’s no more adjec-

tives. They just become numb. Every single thing in this house 
makes you feel like you’re in heaven.”

Q: How did you reach $250 million for the listing price?
A: “The reason it’s $250 million is because of all the work 

for the past four years of having 300 people inside here, the art 
curations inside the house. We have over $30 million worth of 
cars, exotic sports cars and vintage cars ... We have a 270-degree 
view from the snow-covered mountains all the way down to 
L.A. Seven full-time staff come with the house, which is crazy. 
So if you want the best chef in the world, you have her, and if 
you want a masseuse we have you all hooked up ... We have 
water features that go completely around the house. We have 
stones from 50 different quarries from around the world, the 
most beautiful precious stones running through the house ... I 
truly believe the value is here.”

Q: Why would someone spend so much money on a house, 
even with all these amenities?

A: “It’s the kind of thing where I can’t sell it. Somebody has 
to fall in love with it and die over it. And when a person sitting 
with $2 billion, $5 billion or $20 billion in the bank and it’s 
just a number, do they really want to enjoy every second of their 
life — because this isn’t rehearsal, this is real life — or do they 
just want to look at a number in the bank?”

‘A MISTAKE’: GOP DOWNPLAYS 
PUZDER’S HOUSEKEEPER ISSUE
 By Laurie Kellman    Associated Press  

Labor Secretary nominee Andrew Puzder acknowledged Tuesday that he 
had employed a housekeeper who wasn’t authorized to work in the U.S., 
as the Senate’s top Republican came to his defense and dismissed the 
issue as a “mistake” that had been fixed.

“Number one, the administration strongly supports Andy Puzder and 
wants to stick with him,” Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell told 
reporters. “He’s qualified for the job, and for myself, I’m enthusiastically 
in his camp.”

It wasn’t clear all Republicans were following McConnell’s lead on 
Puzder, whose confirmation process was already complicated by his delay 
in filing ethics documents and Democrats’ questions about how a fast 
food CEO could be an effective advocate for American workers.

Puzder said in a statement that he and his wife were unaware the 
housekeeper was not legally permitted to work in the U.S. during the 
years they employed her.

“When I learned of her status, we immediately ended her employment 
and offered her assistance in getting legal status,” Puzder said. “We have 
fully paid back taxes to the IRS and the State of California.”

Details about the housekeeper’s immigration status were not known. 
Nor was it clear when and for how long Puzder employed the worker.

Puzder spokesman George Thompson said Tuesday that the fast food 
CEO remains committed to becoming labor secretary and is working on 
divesting from his financial holdings.

Asked if the housekeeper matter is disqualifying, Republican Sen. 
Richard Burr of North Carolina replied, “I don’t think it should be. It 
seems to have been cleared up.”

But some Republicans on the Senate Health, Education, Welfare and 
Pensions Committee, which will consider the nomination, said they 
would look into the matter.

“It deserves our attention,” Sen. Johnny Isakson of Georgia said Tues-
day. “I am researching it because it’s important.”

Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, one of two Republicans to buck the 
Trump administration and vote against Betsy DeVos’ confirmation as 
education secretary, said she wants to hear more from Puzder at his 
hearing.

Puzder’s confirmation hearing has been delayed at least three times, 
and Chairman Lamar Alexander has said he won’t schedule it until Puz-
der has submitted required disclosures on such matters as how he would 

avoid conflicts of interest as CEO of CKE Restaurants Inc. First, Puzder 
must get approval of the plan from the Office of Government Ethics, 
which had not happened as of Tuesday.

Alexander, in a statement, defended Puzder.
“Since Mr. Puzder reported his mistake and voluntarily corrected it, 

I do not believe that this should disqualify him from being a cabinet 
secretary,” he said.

Puzder’s acknowledgement about the housekeeper is the second that 
goes against Trump’s vow to keep jobs in American hands. He also has 
acknowledged outsourcing CKE Restaurants’ technology help desk, the 
type of practice Trump derides as being anti-American worker.

Democrats and their allies have piled on with unflattering stories 
from workers at Puzder’s restaurants, and they question how well he can 
advocate for American workers given that he opposes a big hike in the 
minimum wage and other labor priorities.

“What we have heard is story after story about how he spent his career 
squeezing workers for profit, leaving many with lost wages, no financial 
security and no retirement,” said Democratic Sen. Patty Murray of Wash-
ington, the ranking Democrat on the Senate HELP committee. “If Mr. 
Puzder ever does come before our committee, he’s going to have a lot of 
explaining to do.”

Puzder is the second Trump pick who has faced questions over hiring 
of household workers.

Mick Mulvaney, Trump’s pick to run the Cabinet-level White House 
budget office, had acknowledged that he failed to pay more than $15,000 
in payroll taxes for a household worker more than a decade ago. He 
has repaid the government, and those developments do not seem to be 
impeding his prospects for confirmation.

The Huffington Post first reported Puzder’s disclosure about the 
housekeeper.
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