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WATERGATE ECHOES IN YATES FIR-
ING, BUT PARALLELS ARE LIMITED 
  By Nancy Benac    Associated Press  

Comparisons to the Nixon-era “Saturday night massacre” were 
swift after President Donald Trump fired the acting attorney 
general for refusing to enforce his executive order on immi-
grants and refugees.

In both cases, a dispute between a president and his Justice 
Department led to an evening maneuver by the president to 
install an acting attorney general more to his liking.

“There’s a political component to both: The Department of 
Justice wasn’t playing the president’s game,” says historian Luke 
Nichter, an expert on the Nixon years.

Dig deeper, though, he says, and the two situations quickly 
diverge.

Trump acted within his authority to remove an acting offi-
cial who was destined to be replaced soon anyway by his new 
attorney general.

Richard Nixon, by contrast, went three-levels deep into the 
Justice Department to find someone willing to fire special 
prosecutor Archibald Cox, who was closing in on Nixon’s 
White House in his investigation of the Watergate break-in 
and cover-up.

A look at details of the two cases:
TRUMP-SALLY YATES
Trump’s executive order temporarily suspends the U.S. 

refugee program and bars entry for citizens of seven majority-

Muslim countries for three months.
With a number of federal judges questioning the constitu-

tionality of the order, Acting Attorney General Sally Yates, a 
career prosecutor and holdover from the Obama administra-
tion, on Monday ordered Justice Department lawyers to stop 
defending it. She questioned whether the order reflected the 
department’s obligation to “always seek justice and stand for 
what is right.”

The White House quickly accused Yates of betrayal and 
Trump fired her. He replaced her Monday night with Dana 
Boente, U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, who 
pledged to enforce the president’s order. Boente will serve until 
Trump’s nominee for attorney general, Sen. Jeff Sessions, wins 
expected Senate approval.

NIXON-SATURDAY NIGHT MASSACRE
This was a constitutional drama of the highest order over the 

limits of executive privilege, with Nixon already under threat of 
impeachment.

Nixon ordered Cox fired in October 1973 for his continued 
efforts to obtain tape recordings made at the White House, 
important evidence in the Watergate investigation. Cox said he 
would not bow to “exaggerated claims of executive privilege” 
and drop his pursuit of the tapes.

Attorney General Eliot Richardson refused to carry out 

Nixon’s order to fire Cox and resigned in protest. Richardson’s 
deputy, William Ruckelshaus, also wouldn’t fire Cox, and he 
resigned as well. Next, then-Solicitor General Robert Bork, the 
third-ranking official at Justice, fired the prosecutor.

The law at the time wasn’t clear on how to fire a special pros-
ecutor unless there was clear wrongdoing, according to Nichter.

In his memoirs, Nixon said he thought it was “tasteless” for 
some to compare his action to Hitler’s 1934 purge of political 
and military rivals known as “The Night of the Long Knives.”

Ruckelshaus, 84, in an interview with The Seattle Times, 
drew a distinction between being asked to thwart an investiga-
tion into the president and being asked to defend the presi-
dent’s policy in court.

As for Trump, “If he ordered her to carry out one of his 
orders, and she refused to do it, he doesn’t have an awful lot of 
choices if he wants the order carried out,” Ruckelshaus said. He 
added that he would caution Trump to “exercise a little more 
care in these types of orders. Because they can end this way, and 
that doesn’t help him discharging his responsibilities.”

CITING POLICY ON SUPPLEMENTS, 
NFL NIXES GNC’S SUPER BOWL AD
 By Mae Anderson    Associated Press  

Nutritional supplement seller GNC intended 
to use a 30-second Super Bowl ad to revamp its 
image. But the NFL had other ideas.

GNC said Tuesday it was notified that it will 
not be allowed to air the ad it created — or any 
ad — during the game Sunday because it vio-
lates an NFL policy against having supplements 
advertised during its games.

A number of companies in the past have had 
to switch out or modify their Super Bowl ads 
because they were rejected due to their content.

One company, 84 Lumber, said it was asked 
to alter its spot that showed a border wall, 
because it was deemed “too political.” SodaS-
tream changed its ads twice in the past two 
years because they were deemed to be referenc-
ing Coke and Pepsi too directly. GoDaddy has 
had a spot rejected for being too racy.

But this is the first time in recent memory 
that an advertiser has been banned completely.

NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy cited policy 
that’s part of the league’s collective bargaining 
agreement with the NFL Players Association 
that prohibits the use of performance-enhanc-
ing substances.

“We do not want a network partner airing 
advertising in this category on NFL games or 
NFL programming,” McCarthy said.

The news came as a surprise to GNC, since 
its ad had been given the green light by Fox, 
said the company’s chief marketing officer, 
Jeff Hennion. The ad concept was approved 
Jan. 9 by Fox and a rough cut of the spot was 
approved last week, he said. But they were noti-
fied on Monday that the ad would not air.

“We don’t know why they waited until six 
days before the game to tell us,” Hennion said.

Fox spokesman Jonathan Bing declined to 

comment.
Pittsburgh-based GNC Holdings Inc. has 

been attempting a turnaround, but it has been 
slow going. In July, its CEO stepped down 
and its shares plunged. It has also had to alter 
some marketing tactics to comply with federal 
authorities.

The company’s pricy Super Bowl ad — a 
30-second spot is estimated to cost around $5 
million this year — was an attempt to do some 
reputational rehab.

“GNC launched an entirely new business 
model at the end of December,” he said. “The 
goal of the Super Bowl is to give us that one 
moment when we could reach as many people 
as possible and let them know about ‘new’ 
GNC.”

GNC is talking to Fox to see what the next 
steps might be, or if it can get a refund, Hen-
nion said.

Still, Hennion said the company is sticking 
with the campaign and will find other outlets 
for the spot, including online . The ad shows 
people exercising and finding other ways to 
change their lives, with the tagline “Courage 
to Change.”

The Super Bowl at Houston’s NRG Sta-
dium pits the New England Patriots against the 
Atlanta Falcons.

This Thursday, Jan. 12, 2017, photo shows a sign at GNC’s 
world headquarters in Pittsburgh. GNC said Tuesday, Jan. 31, 
2017, that it was notified that it will not be allowed to air its 
Super Bowl ad or any ad during Super Bowl 51 on Sunday, Feb. 
5, because it violates an NFL policy against having supplements 

In this April 17, 1973 file photo, President Richard Nixon speaks during White House 
news briefing in Washington. Comparisons to the Nixon-era “Saturday night massacre” 
were swift after President Donald Trump fired the acting attorney general for refusing to 
enforce his executive order on immigrants and refugees. In both cases, a dispute between 
a president and his Justice Department led to an evening maneuver by the president to 
install an acting attorney general more to his liking. (AP Photo/Henry Burroughs. File)
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