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TRIBES: TRUMP’S MONUMENT 
ORDER DISRESPECTS NATIVE PEOPLE
  By Michelle L. Price & Brady Mccombs    Associated Press  

President Donald Trump’s rare move to shrink two large 
national monuments in Utah triggered another round of out-
rage among Native American leaders who vowed to take the 
fight to court to preserve protections for land they consider 
sacred.

Environmental and conservation groups and a coalition of 
tribes began filing lawsuits Monday that ensure that Trump’s 
announcement is far from the final chapter in the yearslong 
battle over public lands. The court cases are likely to drag on 
for years, maybe even into a new presidency.

Trump decided to reduce Bears Ears National Monument 
by about 85 percent and Grand Staircase-Escalante National 
Monument by nearly half. It earned him cheers from Republi-
can leaders in Utah who lobbied him to undo protections by 
Democratic presidents that they considered overly broad.

Conservation groups called it the largest elimination of pro-
tected land in American history. The move comes a week after 
tribal leaders decried Trump’s use of the name of a historical 
Native American figure as a slur.

At a White House event honoring Navajo Code Talkers last 
week, he took a political jab at Sen. Elizabeth Warren by refer-
ring to the Massachusetts Democrat as “Pocahontas,” mocking 
her claim of having Native American heritage.

“It’s just another slap in the face for a lot of us, a lot of our 
Native American brothers and sisters,” Navajo Nation Vice 
President Jonathan Nez said. “To see that happen a week ago, 
with disparaging remarks, and now this.”

Trump also overrode tribal objections to approve the Dakota 
Access and Keystone XL oil pipelines.

The Navajo Nation was one of five tribes that formed a 
coalition and spent years lobbying former President Barack 
Obama to declare Bears Ears a monument to preserve ancient 
cliff dwellings and an estimated 100,000 archaeological sites. 
Native Americans visit the area to perform ceremonies, collect 
herbs and wood for medicinal and spiritual purposes, and do 
healing rituals.

The coalition of the Hopi, Ute Indian, Ute Mountain Ute, 
Zuni tribes and Navajo Nation sued late Monday to challenge 
the Bears Ears reduction. Two lawsuits have been filed to try to 
block the Grand Staircase decision.

Earthjustice’s suit called it an abuse of the president’s power 
that jeopardizes a “Dinosaur Shangri-la” full of fossils. Some of 
the dinosaur fossils sit on a plateau that is home to one of the 
country’s largest known coal reserves, which could now be open 
to mining. The organization is representing eight conservation 
groups.

Another lawsuit from three groups including the Society of 
Vertebrate Paleontology makes similar claims.

Meanwhile, two Utah congressmen said Tuesday that they 
will introduce legislation to create a modest national park at 
Grand Staircase and allow Native Americans and local resi-
dents manage the land in Bears Ears.

Trump, in a speech at Utah’s Capitol with the governor and 
other politicians, said the state’s lands should not be managed 
by “very distant bureaucrats located in Washington.”

“Your timeless bond with the outdoors should not be 
replaced with the whims of regulators thousands and thou-
sands of miles away,” Trump said. “I’ve come to Utah to take a 
very historic action to reverse federal overreach and restore the 
rights of this land to your citizens.”

It marks the first time in a half century that a president has 
undone these types of land protections.

Utah’s mostly Republican officials have lobbied Trump for 
months, saying the monuments closed off the areas to energy 
development and other access.

Environmental and tribal groups say the designations are 
needed to protect important archaeological and cultural 
resources. Navajo Nation Attorney General Ethel Branch said 
only Congress, not the president, has the power to reduce a 
national monument, which the tribal coalition argued in its 
lawsuit.

Additional legal challenges were expected from environmen-
tal groups and outdoor clothing company Patagonia.

Outside Trump’s announcement Monday, roughly 3,000 
protesters lined up near the state Capitol. Some held signs that 
said, “Keep your tiny hands off our public lands,” and they 
chanted, “Lock him up!”

A smaller group gathered in support, including some who 
said they favor potential drilling or mining there that could 
create jobs. Bears Ears has no oil or gas, Interior Secretary 

Ryan Zinke told reporters, though Grand Staircase-Escalante 
has coal.

Bears Ears, created nearly a year ago, will be reduced to 315 
square miles. Grand Staircase-Escalante will be reduced from 
nearly 3,000 square miles to 1,569 square miles.

Both were among a group of 27 monuments that Trump 
ordered Zinke to review this year.

Democrats and environmentalists accuse Trump and Zinke 
of engaging in a secretive process aimed at helping industry 
groups that have donated to Republican political campaigns.

Zinke accompanied Trump aboard Air Force One, as did 
Utah’s Republican U.S. Sens. Orrin Hatch and Mike Lee. 
Hatch and other state Republican leaders pushed Trump to 
launch the review, saying the monuments designated by the 
former Democratic presidents locked up too much federal land.

Trump framed the decision as returning power to the state, 
saying, “You know and love this land the best and you know the 
best how to take care of your land.” He said the decision would 
“give back your voice.”

“Public lands will once again be for public use,” Trump said 
to cheers.

Hatch, who introduced Trump, said that when “you talk, 
this president listens” and that Trump promised to help him 
with “federal overreach.”

No president has tried to eliminate a monument, but some 
have reduced or redrawn the boundaries on 18 occasions, 
according to the National Park Service. The most recent 
instance came in 1963, when President John F. Kennedy slight-
ly downsized Bandelier National Monument in New Mexico.

Trump signed an executive order in April directing Zinke to 
review the protections, which Trump is able to upend under the 
1906 Antiquities Act. The law gives presidents broad authority 
to declare federal lands as monuments and restrict their use.

Zinke has also recommended to Trump that Nevada’s Gold 
Butte and Oregon’s Cascade-Siskiyou monuments be reduced, 
though details are unclear. His plan would allow logging at a 
newly designated monument in Maine and more grazing, hunt-
ing and fishing at two sites in New Mexico.

CASE AGAINST 9/11 DEFENDANT 
STARTS TO EMERGE AT GUANTANAMO
      By Ben Fox   Associated Press  

An FBI agent began presenting evidence Tuesday against a 
Guantanamo Bay prisoner charged with aiding the Sept. 11 ter-
ror attack, outlining the first steps in an investigation that even-
tually led to a complex legal proceeding that has now dragged 
on for nearly six years.

Special Agent James M. Fitzgerald took the witness stand as 
prosecutors challenged a defense motion to dismiss the case 
against Mustafa Ahmed al-Hawsawi on the grounds that he does 
not meet the criteria under international law to be charged by a 
military commission at the U.S. base in Cuba.

It was a pre-trial hearing but it provided the most detailed 
look to date at the prosecution’s case against al-Hawsawi, a 
49-year-old Saudi portrayed by his lawyer as, at most, only a 
minor participant in the plot that killed nearly 3,000 people in 
New York, Washington and Pennsylvania.

Fitzgerald, who arrived at the World Trade Center just after 
the planes struck the towers, went through the initial steps in 
the investigation as prosecutors showed video of the attacks 
and al-Qaida propaganda films to spectators who included a 
handful of relatives of people killed in the attacks, some of 
whom appeared to choke up with emotion. His presentation 
was methodical but it nonetheless contained harrowing details 
such as a reference to the cockpit voice recording of the plane 
that crashed into a field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, after the 
passengers rose up against the hijackers.

“It sounded like a life and death struggle,” he said.
A retired FBI agent who interrogated al-Hawsawi at Guanta-

namo was expected to testify later in the week.
Al-Hawsawi and his four co-defendants are accused of pro-

viding logistical and financial aid to the hijackers. They were 
arraigned in May 2012 on charges that include nearly 3,000 
counts of murder in violation of the law of war, terrorism and 
hijacking and could get the death penalty if convicted. They will 
eventually face trial before a jury of military officers but a date 
has not been set.

Prosecutors are now trying to show that al-Hawsawi meets 
the definition of an “alien unprivileged enemy belligerent” as 
defined by the Military Commission Act of 2009. The four co-

defendants, who include Khalid Shaikh Mohammad, who has 
portrayed himself as the mastermind of the attack, are not rais-
ing the same challenge at this time but may do so later.

All five signed a joint statement in 2009 in which they 
asked God to “accept our contributions to the great attack” 
and praised the hijackers as martyrs, which was introduced by 
prosecutors and Fitzgerald in the hearing. It had been previously 
released by the government.

This is the 26th round of pretrial hearings at the base amid 
ongoing legal disputes over what evidence, most of it still clas-
sified, can be used against the defendants in the commission, 
which combines elements of civilian and military law. The 
five prisoners were held in clandestine CIA detention facilities 
around the world before the U.S. announced in September 
2006 that they were being held at Guantanamo and would 
face trial by military commission, which combines elements of 
military and civilian law.

Defense lawyers say statements the men made to the FBI were 
tainted by treatment they endured in CIA custody under a bru-
tal interrogation program that is now widely viewed as amount-
ing to torture. Walter Ruiz, a lawyer for al-Hawsawi, said outside 
court that newly disclosed notes show the two agencies worked 
in cooperation during interrogations at Guantanamo in 2007.

“Their whole argument all along is that they have clean 
hands,” Ruiz said of the FBI. “We know now that is now the 
case.”
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