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ARKANSAS MAN CONVICTED IN
6-YEAR-OLD SON’S DEATH IN RETRIAL
Associated Press

A northwest Arkansas man accused of killing his 6-year-old son
by assaulting the child with a stick was found guilty of capital
murder and battery during a retrial.
A Benton County jury returned the verdict Wednesday
against Mauricio Torres, 50, of Bella Vista, in the 2015 death
of Isaiah Torres. The sentencing phase is set to begin Thursday.
He could be sentenced to death or life in prison without parole.
Mauricio Torres’ 2016 conviction and death sentence were
overturned by a divided Arkansas Supreme Court, which
ruled 4-3 last April that Arkansas authorities couldn’t use rape
as a justification for the murder conviction because the assault
occurred in Missouri.
Investigators say Torres used a stick to sexually assault his
son while the family was camping in Missouri. The boy died at
an Arkansas hospital a day after the assault.
Torres’ attorneys have said his actions were intended as
punishment and the father didn’t know they could kill the boy.
A medical examiner testified that the boy’s death was caused
by a bacterial infection resulting from sodomy and chronic
child abuse.
Torres’ wife, Cathy, pleaded guilty in 2017 to capital murder
for the child’s death and was sentenced to life without parole.

PROSECUTION DOCTOR: KILLER INSANE
WHEN HE BIT VICTIM’S FACE
By Terry Spencer | Associated Press

A prosecution psychiatrist says a Florida college student was legally insane when
he fatally attacked a couple outside their home, chewing off part of the man’s
face, court documents filed this week show.
Dr. Gregory C. Landrum’s finding bolsters the case of Austin Harrouff’s
attorneys, who are planning to argue the 23-year-old should be found not guilty
by reason of insanity at his murder trial, which had been scheduled for May but
was postponed indefinitely Thursday. He faces a life sentence if convicted of
murdering John Stevens and Michelle Mishcon Stevens in August 2016.
Landrum outlined Harrouff’s declining mental state before the killings,
including God and demons talking to him, increasing paranoia and other hallucinations. He noted that Harrouff is being treated for schizophrenia while
jailed.
As a result, Landrum concluded, “Harrouff was unable to distinguish right
from wrong” when he killed the Stevenses — the legal standard in Florida for
being found not guilty by reason of insanity.
If Harrouff is found not guilty by reason of insanity, that does not mean
he would go free. He would be committed to a state mental hospital and his
attorneys have previously conceded it is unlikely that he would ever be released.
Harrouff “has a mental illness and, because of the illness, is manifestly dangerous to himself and others,” Landrum wrote.
Defense attorney Nellie L. King welcomed Landrum’s finding, while understanding “it may provide little comfort to the victims’ families.”
“However, mental illness is very real and can lead to unintentional, yet tragic,
outcomes,” King said in a statement. The defense examiner also found him
legally insane.
At a pretrial hearing Thursday, prosecutors asked Circuit Judge Sherwood
Bauer for permission to have another psychiatrist examine Harrouff. Bauer said
he would consider it, but warned prosecutors that if this doctor agrees with the
first two their case would seem doomed.
Evan Fetterman, an attorney representing Michelle Stevens’ family in a lawsuit against Harrouff, said in a statement Thursday that Landrum’s “conclusions
are inconsistent with the facts” because Harrouff abused drugs in the months
preceding the attack and was drunk during it. That usage caused any insanity
Harrouff may have experienced and should not be legally considered, he said.
When Martin County sheriff’s deputies arrived at the Stevenses’ home north
of Palm Beach on the night of Aug. 15, 2016, they found a horrific scene, court
documents, recordings and photos show. Michelle Stevens, 53, lay mangled
and dead in the garage and Harrouff, then a muscular exercise science major at

Florida State University, was attacking and biting her 59-year-old husband on
the driveway. Harrouff is alleged to have also wounded a neighbor who tried to
save the couple.
One deputy ordered Harrouff off at gunpoint while another used an electric
stun gun on him, but he wouldn’t let go. Deputies say they didn’t shoot Harrouff
because they feared hitting John Stevens.
Finally, a deputy with a dog arrived and its bites enabled deputies to subdue
Harrouff, who had no previous arrest record. He told deputies, “Help me, I ate
something bad” and then admitted it was “humans” as he spit out a piece of
flesh, court documents show. He begged deputies to kill him after they pulled
him off Stevens, according to the records.
“Shoot me now; I deserve to die,” Harrouff said.
Harrouff has a history of alcohol and drug abuse, including cocaine, methamphetamine and other stimulants and hallucinogens like mushrooms, court
records show. Blood tests found alcohol and marijuana in his system in the
hours after the killings.
Landrum wrote that Harrouff in an October interview told him that in the
weeks leading up to the killings he had begun to feel “go go go” and experienced
grandiosity during the day and paranoia at night. Demons and God were talking
to him. He said it felt like he had Jesus’ “special abilities” while working at his
job as a dental assistant and that he blessed the dental instruments by pouring
water on them. Harrouff told Landrum that on the day before the killings he felt
that “dog spirits” had become part of him and he had new strength and agility.
On the evening of the killings, his mother found him at her home drinking
cooking oil mixed with Parmesan cheese — Michelle Stevens’ family alleges
the concoction was spiked with hallucinogenic mushrooms. About 45 minutes
before the attack, Harrouff argued with his father and stormed out of a restaurant 2 miles (3.2 kilometers) from the Stevenses’ home.
Harrouff later told the “Dr. Phil” television show that he was fleeing a demon
he called “Daniel.”
He told Landrum that he recalls having a machete in his hand and stabbing
a woman — “it was like she was covered in darkness.” He recalled seeing a man
who was “glowing white” and began stabbing and biting him. He remembers
drinking a liquid, calling out to God to save him and feeling he was a dog before
blacking out.
Harrouff was hospitalized for nearly two months recovering from injuries
caused by drinking a caustic liquid found in the couple’s garage.
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GAMBLING INDUSTRY
URGES SPORTS BETTORS
TO WAGER RESPONSIBLY
By Wayne Parry | Associated Press
The gambling industry is launching a campaign to urge sports bettors to wager responsibly, including setting and sticking to a budget,
and learning thoroughly about anything on
which they make a bet.
The American Gaming Association on
Thursday launched its “Have A Game Plan”
campaign in hockey arenas in Washington
and Las Vegas.
The campaign will soon expand to other
states where sports betting is legal. Fourteen
states currently offer sports betting, and many
others are considering it.
The gaming association says Americans
have bet more than $19 billion on sports with
licensed sports books since the U.S. Supreme
Court cleared the way for it in May 2018, rul-

ing in a case brought by New Jersey.
But the campaign is an acknowledgment
that sports betting can be problematic — or
worse — for some people.
Neva Pryor, executive director of the Council on Compulsive Gambling of New Jersey,
said calls to her state’s 1-800-GAMBLER help
line are up more than 27% over last year. Of
that amount, more than 14% of callers said
they have a problem controlling their betting
on sports, she said.
“This is a watershed moment for sports
betting in the United States,” said Bill Miller,
president and CEO of gambling industry’s
trade group. “Roughly 100 million Americans
will be able to legally wager on sports in their
state by the end of this year. It’s more impor-

tant than ever that the gaming industry, and
our new partners in the sports betting ecosystem, are proactive in equipping patrons with
the tools they need to engage in these offerings
in a responsible manner.”
The initial campaign includes advertising
on the boards near the ice at T-Mobile Arena
in Las Vegas, where they are likely to be
included in broadcasts and still photos of the
game, and illuminated signs inside pedestrian
corridors at Washington’s Capital One Arena.
“When it comes to legal sports betting,
nothing can be more important than responsibility,” said Jim Van Stone, president of
Monumental Sports & Entertainment, which
owns the Washington Capitols and the arena
in which they play.
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