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US WOMAN ARRESTED AT
MANILA AIRPORT WITH
BABY HIDDEN IN BAG
DAILY COURT REVIEW

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar | Associated Press

OFFICIAL: FEDS SEARCH HOME FOR
LINK TO GUN IN TEXAS SHOOTING
By Jake Bleiberg & Paul J. Weber | Associated Press

Investigators looking for how a Texas gunman obtained an
assault-style rifle used in a Labor Day weekend rampage despite
failing a background check have searched the home of a man
they believe was involved in the “transfer” of the weapon, a
federal law enforcement official said Thursday.
The official familiar with the investigation spoke to The
Associated Press on condition of anonymity, citing a reluctance
to publicly discuss the details of the search. The official said
federal agents are investigating whether the Lubbock man
has been manufacturing firearms but that there have been no
arrests.
Spokespeople for the FBI and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives confirmed the agencies conducted
“law enforcement operations” Wednesday in a residential part
of Lubbock but declined to elaborate.
Seven people were killed and around two dozen were injured
in the shooting that spanned for more than an hour through
from Midland to Odessa, about 140 miles (225 kilometers)

south of Lubbock.
Officers killed 36-year-old Seth Aaron Ator on Saturday outside a busy Odessa movie theater after a spate of violence that
spanned 10 miles (16 kilometers). He fired indiscriminately
from his car into passing vehicles and shopping plazas, and
at one point hijacked a U.S. Postal Service mail truck, killing
the driver.
Ator failed a federal firearms background check in 2014 due
to a “mental health” issue but used a private sale to obtain
the weapon used in last weekend’s attack, a law enforcement
official told AP.
The Odessa mass shooting and another at a Walmart in El
Paso just weeks earlier bookended a violent August in Texas
that left 29 people dead and injured dozens more. Republican
Gov. Greg Abbott on Thursday issued eight executive orders
that he said would help prevent other mass shootings. None
of them put new restrictions on access to firearms or ammunition, which are at the forefront of calls by Democrats and gun

control groups in the wake of the two Texas shootings.
Topping Abbott’s list of orders is one that establishes a list
of questions for law enforcement agencies to ask when receiving calls about people who might pose a threat. The mother of
the suspected El Paso gunman called police weeks before the
Aug. 3 attack to express concern about her son buying an “AK”
style rifle.
Abbott on Wednesday rejected calls from Democrats who
want him to haul lawmakers back to the Texas Capitol and
begin taking votes on new gun control measures. The Texas
Legislature doesn’t meet again until 2021, meaning any new
laws in response to the Odessa and El Paso shootings are at
least two years away unless the governor calls an emergency
legislative session.
Abbott, an avid gun-rights supporter, has shown no appetite
for a special session but says he will release legislative proposals
in the coming days.
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An American woman who attempted to carry
a 6-day-old baby out of the Philippines hidden
inside a sling bag has been arrested at Manila’s
airport and charged with human trafficking,
officials said Thursday.
They said Jennifer Erin Talbot was able to
pass through the airport immigration counter
on Wednesday without declaring the baby boy
but was intercepted at the boarding gate by
airline personnel.
Talbot, from Ohio, was unable to produce
any passport, boarding pass or government
permits for the baby, airport officials said.
Wearing an orange detainee shirt and handcuffs, Talbot, 43, was presented to reporters in
Manila on Thursday. She kept her head low
and wiped her tears at times. When reporters
asked her to comment, Talbot shook her head.
Talbot had planned to board a Delta Air
Lines flight to the United States with the baby,
airport officials said.
“There was really an intention to hide the

baby,” immigration official Grifton Medina
said by telephone.
After discovering the baby, airline staff
called immigration personnel, who arrested
Talbot at the airport. She was later handed
over to the National Bureau of Investigation
and the baby was turned over to government
welfare personnel.
The NBI said Talbot presented an affidavit at the airport, allegedly from the baby’s
mother, identified as Maricris Dulap, giving
consent for the baby to travel to the U.S., but
it had not been signed by the mother.
Officials said no government travel approval had been issued for the baby, prompting
them to file human trafficking charges against
Talbot. The charges carry a maximum penalty
of life imprisonment. Talbot also violated at
least two other laws on child abuse, kidnapping and illegal detention, the NBI said.
U.S. Embassy officials were notified of Talbot’s arrest and told Philippine authorities that

she has no criminal record in the U.S., NBI
official Manuel Dimaano said.
Dimaano said Dulap gave her baby to Talbot in southern Davao city. He said investigators will try to determine how Talbot brought
the baby out of Davao, which requires a city
clearance for infants to be transported by a
foreigner.
The baby’s parents have been charged under
a child protection law but have not been
placed under arrest, although the mother has
been interviewed by social welfare officers,
Dimaano said.
He said Dulap told the officers that she
wanted to offer her baby for adoption, and
there was no indication that she had sold the
baby.
Dimaano said when he and other officials
asked Talbot what she intended to do with the
baby, she replied that she just wanted to give it
“a name and a church blessing.”
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