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POLICE KILLINGS IN RIO DE JANEIRO
STATE REACH RECORD HIGH
By Marcelo Silva De Sousa
And Diane Jeantet Associated Press

FLORIDA GOVERNOR
SIGNS BILL ALLOWING
MORE ARMED TEACHERS
By Brendan Farrington Associated Press

More Florida teachers will be eligible to carry
guns in the classroom under a bill Republican
Gov. Ron DeSantis signed Wednesday that
immediately implements recommendations
from a commission formed after a mass shooting at a high school in Parkland.
DeSantis signed the bill in private and
didn’t issue a statement afterward. But he previously made it clear he supports the changes
made to the law enacted after a rifle-toting
former student walked into Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School and killed 17 people in
February 2018.
“We did a lot for public safety,” DeSantis
said immediately after the legislative session
ended Saturday. “The Marjory Stoneman
Douglas bill, people had disagreements on,
but ultimately ... I think we’re going to be
safer.”
The bill was one of the most contentious of
the legislative session that ended Saturday. It
expands the “guardian” program that allows
school districts to approve school employees
and teachers with a role outside the classroom,
such as a coach, to carry guns. School districts

have to approve and teachers have to volunteer. They then go through police-like training
with a sheriff’s office and undergo a psychiatric evaluation and a background check.
The new law expands the program to make
all teachers eligible regardless of whether they
have a non-classroom role.
Democrats spent hours arguing against the
bill, saying it could lead to accidental shootings, or that a teacher could panic and fire
during a confrontation with students. Republicans emphasized that the program is voluntary, and that law enforcement in some rural
districts could be 15 minutes or more away
from a school if a shooter attacks.
Broward County, where the Parkland shooting took place, has rejected the program.
“Florida lawmakers claim they passed this
bill for the victims and survivors of the
shooting at Parkland, but they have ignored
many concerns for student safety,” said Sari
Kaufman, a Parkland survivor and a volunteer
with the Florida chapter of Students Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America.
Her statement added: “Now, I’m scared for

the next generation of students who will grow
up afraid of gun violence in their schools; not
just from a shooter, but from the guns that
could be carried by their teachers.”
David Hogg, another Parkland survivor,
said he was not surprised by the new law and
said that it will be up to residents to convince
their local school boards to opt out.
“We need the parents and students to show
up at school board meetings and say this is
not OK, and this doesn’t make us safer, and
we’re not comfortable with this,” Hogg said.
“And if you choose to vote for this, we will not
be voting for you come the next school board
election.”
March For Our Lives said in a statement
Wednesday evening that the bill was a mistake
and that DeSantis, “has further jeopardized
the lives of every student in Florida. Our
schools and teachers don’t need more guns.”
The measure also contains a number of
other school safety measures, such as wider
disclosure of certain student mental health
records and mental screening of troubled
students. It also mandates greater reporting of



school safety and student discipline incidents
and a requirement that law enforcement officials be consulted about any threats.
“This legislation continues efforts to proactively enhance coordination between education, law enforcement, and community mental
health resources to ensure at-risk students
receive the help they need before a tragedy
occurs,” said Republican President Galvano in
a news release.
He added that the measure will help school
districts implement new security and school
hardening provisions from legislation passed
last year to “prevent those who would seek to
harm our children from gaining access to our
schools.”
Nikolas Cruz, 20, is charged with the Parkland killings. His lawyers say he would plead
guilty if guaranteed a life sentence, but prosecutors want to seek the death penalty.
Cruz spent several years in and out of
schools for children with emotional and
behavioral problems, but attended Stoneman
Douglas before being kicked out about a year
before the attack.
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Police killings in the state of Rio de Janeiro
have hit a record high, rising by 18% in the
first three months of this year in a spike partly
attributed to a zero tolerance for criminals
campaign by state leaders.
Official data reviewed by The Associated
Press show police forces in Rio killed 434
people during clashes in those months, compared to 368 people in same period last year.
The number, released on April 17, is the
highest since record keeping began in 1998.
The rise comes under the watch of Gov.
Wilson Witzel, a former marine and political ally of far-right President Jair Bolsonaro.
Witzel has promised a zero tolerance policy
against criminals, calling drug traffickers
“narco-terrorists” and vowing to ease gun possession laws.
On the campaign trail, he said he wanted
to send sharp shooters aboard helicopters to
target armed criminal in favelas. Weeks ago,
the governor acknowledged that police were
using shooters.
The police communications department
declined to comment about the latest statistics.
“Even though there is no direct order (to
kill), you have a governor and officials that use
this language, that we should commemorate
the deaths of suspects, that a (police) operation was successful when there were nine or 10
deaths,” said Felippe Angeli, a public security
expert with the Sou da Paz institute in Brazil.
“This ends up having an impact.”
Police killings in the state, however, did not
begin with the current administration, sworn
in on Jan. 1.
Last June, Orlando Dos Santos found out
his 27-year-old stepson had disappeared in the
wake of a police operation in the Babilonia
slum, which sits on a hill behind the city’s
iconic Sugarloaf mountain.
The following day, guided by local residents,
Dos Santos and other people whose relatives
had also disappeared, began searching with
the help of the local fire department. They

found seven bodies at the bottom of a cliff,
which were later linked to the police operation.
Dos Santos’s stepson, whom he said had
gotten involved with criminal groups not long
before the police crackdown, was never found.
“The place where they were found and the
way their bodies were, made it very clear that

an elite squad of officers known by the acronym BOPE, said the increase in the number
of deaths is a “natural” consequence of the
police’s decision to try to recover territories
abandoned by the state to organized crime for
many years.
“There is no license to kill in the police.
The criminals are armed with weapons of war
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it had been an execution,” Dos Santos, a car
mechanic, told The Associated Press.
Police killings have intensified in the last
couple of years.
Since 2013, the number of victims in Brazilian police operations has continued to rise
from 416 victims to 1,534 last year.
In 2018, the military was put in charge of
Rio state’s security forces. Rates for crimes
such as theft dropped, but critics say structural
problems remained unsolved.
Widespread violence is a historical problem
in Brazil and in Rio, one of its main tourist
destinations.
Paulo Storani, former deputy commander of

and police are oriented to recover territories.
There are violent confrontations because the
criminals were strengthened by the inaction
of past governments,” Storani said.
In parallel, overall homicides in the state
have declined by 26% in the first three
months of the year to 1,046 registered deaths.
But some experts fear the government’s
rhetoric combined with their desire to pass legislation facilitating gun possession will further
deepen the crisis.
“Violence engenders more violence,” Dos
Santos said. “I think the duty of the police
officer is to catch, apprehend and for the justice to judge.”

Harris County Constable Pct. 7
Constable May Walker
5290 Griggs Road, Houston TX, 77021
713-643-6118
Harris County Constable Pct. 8
Constable Phil Sandlin
7330 Spencer Highway Ste #107
Pasadena, Texas 77505
281-479-2525

LAW ENFORCEMENT
Art Director: Zack Zwicky
Submit original articles, images, and
commentary for publication to:
lawenforcement@dailycourtreview.com

