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TEXAS BANS CLERGY FROM EXECUTIONS
AFTER SUPREME COURT RULING
By Jake Bleiberg | Associated Press

PRECINCT ONE ARRESTS 9
IN CHILD PREDATOR STING
During the months of February and March,
Harris County Precinct One Constable Deputies and the joint Internet Crimes Against
Children (ICAC) Task Force led by Precinct
One continued proactive efforts to stop child
predators from preying on our children.
These undercover chat operations resulted
in the arrests of nine men who attempted
to meet for sex with what they believed were
teenagers.
In one case, deputies arrested a 75 year old
man who attempted to meet for sex with a girl
who he believed was only fifteen years old.
Williard Joe Billings was arrested March 20,
2019 on suspicion of Online Solicitation of a
Minor. Billings traveled from North Houston
to the location of his arrest by METRO bus.
Additionally, he used a motorized scooter as
his primary means of travel. In his attempt to
get from the bus to the agreed upon location
he fell off that scooter, but picked himself up,
and continued. He was uninjured in the fall.
“This paints a clear picture that child predators will travel any distance and by any means
to reach a child who they have targeted as their
prey,” said Constable Alan Rosen.
Billings admitted to investigators that his
phone contained child pornography. Billings
is a Navy veteran.
A separate operation in late February helped
effect the arrests of eight men who believed
they were chatting with minors online. Those
online personas were undercover officers and
deputies. The suspects believed they were chatting with minors, some as young as nine years
of age.The goal of these operations was to identify and apprehend adults using the internet
and social media to sexually exploit children
by soliciting sex or sex-related acts.
One of those suspects, Eduardo Salazar,
drove all the way from San Antonio to meet
what he believed would be a teenage girl.
Another, Kelvin Mcleod, Jr. was employed
as a security guard. A third suspect, Michael
Schurz, is a former minor league baseball
player who worked with children as a baseball
instructor. Each individual arrested is listed
below, along with corresponding information
about them and their arrests, specifically.
Potential punishment for a felony conviction of online solicitation of a minor can be a
sentence ranging from probation or 2-20 years
in prison.
Precinct One would like to thank our

Houston Metro Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Affiliates who participated in
these initiatives. Those agencies include the
Houston Police Department, Harris County Constable Precinct Five, Katy ISD Police
Department, Humble Police Department, the
Texas Department of Public Safety, The Harris County District Attorney’s Office, the Fort
Bend District Attorney’s Office, the Fort Bend
County Sheriff’s Office and Cypress Creek
Tactical EMS.

Texas prisons will no longer allow clergy in the death chamber after the U.S. Supreme Court
blocked the scheduled execution of a man who argued his religious freedom would be violated
if his Buddhist spiritual adviser couldn’t accompany him.
Effective immediately, the Texas Department of Criminal Justice will only permit prison security staff into the execution chamber, a spokesman said Wednesday. The policy change comes
in response to the high court’s ruling staying the execution of Patrick Murphy, a member of the
“Texas 7” gang of escaped prisoners.
Texas previously allowed state-employed clergy to accompany inmates into the room where
they’d be executed, but its prison staff included only Christian and Muslim clerics.
In light of this policy, the Supreme Court ruled Thursday that Texas couldn’t move forward
with Murphy’s punishment unless his Buddhist adviser or another Buddhist reverend of the
state’s choosing accompanied him.
One of Murphy’s lawyers, David Dow, said the policy change does not address their full legal
argument and mistakes the main thrust of the court’s decision.
“Their arbitrary and, at least for now, hostile response to all religion reveals a real need for
close judicial oversight of the execution protocol,” Dow said
Murphy’s attorneys told the high court that executing him without his spiritual adviser in the
room would violate the First Amendment right to freedom of religion. The 57-year-old — who
was among a group of inmates who escaped from a Texas prison in 2000 and then committed
numerous robberies, including one where a police officer was fatally shot — became a Buddhist
while in prison nearly a decade ago.
In his concurring opinion, the court’s newest justice, Brett Kavanaugh, wrote that Texas had
two options going forward: allow all inmates to have a religious adviser of their religion in the
execution room, or allow religious advisers only in the viewing room, not the execution room.

“The government may not discriminate against religion generally or against particular religious denominations,” Kavanaugh wrote.
Kristin Houlé, executive director of the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, called
the new policy “cruel and unusual,” and urged the department to reconsider.
Prison chaplains will still be able to observe executions from a witness room and meet with
inmates on death row beforehand, said Texas Department of Criminal Justice spokesman Jeremy
Desel. He declined to elaborate on the reasoning behind the policy change.
The change brings Texas in line with most other death penalty states, which do not allow
clergy into the execution chamber, according to Robert Dunham, a lawyer and executive director of the Death Penalty Information Center. But it is also likely to open new legal fights for
America’s busiest execution state, he said.
The policy change could be challenged as generally discriminating against religion and as
retroactively targeting Murphy despite having a general formulation, Dunham said. If these arguments are presented to the high court, a ruling could have implications for how executions are
conducted around the country, he said.
The Supreme Court’s decision in Murphy’s case followed a similar appeal in February, when
the court ruled Alabama could execute a Muslim inmate without his Islamic spiritual adviser
present in the execution chamber. The court decision that allowed Dominique Ray to be executed attracted public criticism , and Dunham said the ruling staying Murphy’s execution might
have been an effort by the justices to avoid further blowback.
“When you look at the court’s order, they were hoping that Texas would give them a way out
by accommodating Patrick Murphy’s request,” he said. “Texas has chosen not to do that, so it’s
likely that the ball with be back in the proverbial judicial court.”
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